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Bolton School Junior Girls’ teacher Mrs 
Julia Marsden travelled to Malawi to work 
with Retrak. This charity aims to support 
street children in Africa and South America 
through education, healthcare and shelter, 
and to reintegrate them with families and 
communities.

Mrs Marsden was invited to visit Malawi 
with Retrak following the school’s dedicated 
fundraising throughout the 2016-17 school 
year. The girls then exceeded a further 
fundraising target of £1,850 to allow Mrs 
Marsden to make the trip: they raised 
£2,195.43 on House Day earlier this term and 
£1,106.21 on Charities Afternoon at the end 
of the summer term, along with additional 
fundraising from a sponsored trampolining 
session. Pupils at Hesketh House have raised 
over £5,300 in total for Retrak since they first 
got involved with the charity.

While in Malawi, Mrs Marsden worked with 
staff at Chisomo Children’s Centre and helped 
to create a new ‘Hesketh House Art Corner’ 
for the street children, which is named after 
the Bolton School Junior Girls’, Hesketh 
House.

For the full story of Mrs Marden’s experience, 
turn to page 44.

Africa service

Risen from 
the ashes
The Robert Pearce Day and Boarding House 
at Bishop’s Stortford College, Hertfordshire, 
devastated by fire in 2015, has been 
refurbished and re-opened to pupils. 

Story and pictures page 39.
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Farewell to  
Archbishop
Roman Catholic Cardinal Cormac 
Murphy-O’Connor, who died 
last autumn, was Archbishop of 
Westminster, President of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
England and Wales, and uncle to 
Prior Park College, Bath, Head, 
James Murphy-O’Connor. Last 
month (January) Cardinal Cormac’s 
family, friends, former Headmasters 
at Prior Park College, staff, 
students, parents and alumni came 
together at Our Lady of Snows 
Chapel to pay their respects and 
pray for the Cardinal. 

Following the entrance procession, 
James Murphy-O’Connor spoke  
about Cardinal Cormac, “the man 
and the uncle,” whose motto was 
‘Gaudium et Spes’, Joy and Hope.

Throughout his time, Cormac 
remained a committed and 

supportive alumni of the College 
(1943-1950), and remained 
President of Prior Park Educational 
Trust until his death. The Chapel 
is at the heart of the College and 
so it was a fitting venue for the 
Cardinal’s Commemorative Mass.

Honour –  
& a new solar car
Dr Andrew Spiers, Director of 
Science and Technology at 
Ardingly College, Sussex, was 
honoured with an MBE in the 
New Year’s Honours list. The 
award was bestowed on him for 
services to Education. 

On discovering his nomination, Dr 
Spiers said: “I’m very honoured to 
receive an MBE. I never dreamt I 
would receive such an award – it’s 
such a wonderful surprise to be 
recognised in this way.  I’m very 
lucky that every day I combine 
the two things I love most: 
science and teaching. I work with 
young people whose minds are 
full of energy, enthusiasm and 
inquisitiveness.”

Dr Spiers is leader of the 
innovative Solar Car project at 
Ardingly. 

Ardingly Solar (established in 
2009) is a student led movement. 
The team successfully entered 
the 2015 Bridgestone World 
Challenge (BWSC) a 3000km 
race across Australia (Darwin to 
Adelaide) and holds the following 
records: 

• First UK team to enter and 
compete in the Cruiser Class 

• First school team to enter from 
Northern Europe 

• First school to enter the  
Cruiser Class  

The team now consists of  50 
students from 3 schools working 
with 19 major companies, three 
universities and two institutions, 
bringing industry & research right 
into the heart of the classroom.  

The team is presently building the 
“Basking Beastie”, a state of the 
art solar powered car designed 
to complete the 3000km in the 
BWSC under solar power alone. 
This would be a first for any 
school and a first for the UK. 

The second aim of the team is 
to use the knowledge gained to 
build a flat packed solar car for 
the developing world. 

Prince Albert II of Monaco is 
patron of the Ardingly Solar 
Team. Prince Albert, a keen 
sportsman, environmentalist and 
automotive enthusiast, heads a 
foundation committed to the 
promotion of renewable energies 
and the role they play in the 
transition towards a low carbon 
economy.  

He says “Ardingly Solar’s approach 
and values are in line with mine, 
adding: “I wish the solar car team 
every success in the design, build 
and race of a new solar car.”

Farlington School, Sussex, welcomed 
the Boarding Schools Association’s 
Chief Executive, Robin Fletcher, 
to be part of the tree-planting 
ceremony for the BSA’s Boarding 
Orchard. 

The orchard aims to be the largest 
orchard, by distance, in the UK 
and involves boarding schools 
joining the orchard by planting fruit 
trees in their grounds. The trees 
symbolise the ‘tree of knowledge’ 
and demonstrate each school’s 
commitment to growth and caring 
for the environment. Since launch, 
schools across the UK have joined 

‘The Boarding Orchard’ and trees 
have also been planted at boarding 
schools in Switzerland and the USA.

Farlington Headmistress, Louise 
Higson, accompanied by boarding 
staff and pupils, planted the tree 
close to the Orchard Nursery.

“We were delighted Robin Fletcher 
was able to join us for the event. 
We chose a pear tree as our tree 
of knowledge, kindly donated 
by Newbridge Nurseries Garden 
Centre, to show our commitment 
to this excellent initiative,” said Sue 
Powell, Farlington School’s Head of 
Boarding.

UK’s largest orchard
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Government-imposed systems 
which let all our children down
Last month (January) the league tables for secondary schools 
were released. They charted those with the best results at the 
top, showing percentages of progress for the number of students 
gaining top grades in GCSEs and pitching each institution against 
the national average. But within them are serious flaws and 
misrepresentations which punish independent schools. 

Just one of a number of important issues highlighted by Brendan 
Wignall, Headmaster at Ellesmere College, Shropshire.

League tables have been a part of 
the education system in the UK 
since John Major’s government 
introduced them in 1992.

They were designed to be a benefit 
to parents across the country 
struggling to choose which school 
or college they want their child to 
go to, giving vital information about 
how previous students have fared. 

But they have also been a bone of 
contention.

League tables present an inaccurate 
picture of just what a school is 
achieving - and therefore misinform 
parents making difficult decisions 
for their children.

For example, the tables are a great 
misrepresentation of Ellesmere 
College – because many of our 
students don’t sit GCSEs.

At Ellesmere it is always our policy 
to enter pupils for the exam that 
is most appropriate for them. 
We take students as individuals 
and want to focus on them as 
individuals, entering them for the 
best qualification for their abilities 
and ambitions.

Many of our students sit IGCSEs, 
a very high standard international 
qualification, but not controlled by 
the UK government, which I have to 
be honest and say is an additional 
attraction.

In our Sixth Form Ellesmere 
College offers the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma alongside 
A levels and BTECs. A perverse 
consequence of the Government’s 
refusal to acknowledge what it 
cannot control, even when it’s 
better, is that Ellesmere had the 

distinction of officially having no 
pupils achieve the EBacc, since some 
of the EBacc subjects at Ellesmere 
are examined via the IGCSE. 

We ignore the EBacc stipulation 
on required subjects too, as we are 
more concerned to ensure that each 
individual student has the right 
GCSE options for her or him, rather 
than following the rather crude tick-
box model promoted by the EBacc.

Therefore, in charts printed in our 
local newspapers in Shropshire when 
the league tables were published 
last month, Ellesmere College scored 
zero in a number of categories.

It is an awkward statistical anomaly 
but a fairly normal feature for 
Ellesmere.

The Government’s reluctance 
to recognise higher standard 
qualifications means that some 
schools have results discounted 
from league tables – or, perhaps 
even more worryingly, it has had the 
effect of pushing schools into taking 
the exams that the government 
does recognise – the exams the 
government want them to take.

The day we start prioritising what 
the Government wants over what is 
best for our pupils is never going to 
come as long as I am Headmaster.

This system lets all our children 
down.

At Ellesmere we can protect our 
pupils, but others are not so lucky. 

The devastation that has been 
wreaked on arts education in schools 

is a well-known consequence of 
the government’s obsession with 
the top-down mechanistic vision of 
education embodied in the EBacc.

Successive governments have created 
a culture where schools need to 
conform to what they want them to 
do, rather than what is best for each 
individual student.

But why, when the alternative 
qualifications are equal – if not 
more valuable?

It is widely recognised that 
historically the IGCSE has been of a 
higher standard than the GCSE.

But because the Government can’t 
control the curriculum of the 
IGCSE, because it is a genuinely 
international qualification and 
represents the international gold 
standard for sixteen year olds, 
the Government chooses not to 
recognise it in the league tables. 

Similarly, the top grade in the IB 
Diploma is equivalent to six and 
a half A grades at A Level for 
university purposes.

But, again, because the Government 
can’t control it – it frequently does 
not feature in their league tables.

And this was not just an issue for 
Ellesmere, or indeed just an issue 
for independent schools across the 
country.

Many schools and colleges of all 
types across the UK take up the 
option of entering their students for 
IGCSEs instead of GCSEs.

But they are punished for this in not 

being represented in league tables.

In May 2016 the number of students 
sitting IGCSEs had risen by 8%, up 
from 457,000 the previous year to 
493,000.

And now in 2018 the trend tends to 
be that the uptake of the IGCSE is 
decreasing – are leaders in education 
being forced into this change 
because of the impact it is having?

That is hard to prove and difficult to 
claim because, as I have said – each 
student is an individual and should 
be treated that way.

But it may well be a factor and that 
doesn’t put the student first.

At Ellesmere we take the 
‘independent’ bit of being 
an independent school very 
seriously, and as long as we’re not 
breaking the law we will give the 
government’s views on education 
fair consideration, as we would 
consider any view, but I suspect we’ll 
continue largely to disregard it. Our 
duty is to our pupils, not the state.

Of course, if the government was 
serious about improving life chances 
for all children it would continue 
to extend the academies and free 
school programme and give power 
to parents – who usually know 
better than governments – and 
introduce a voucher system.

League tables still present an inaccurate picture – but they aren’t the only problem

“The day we start 
prioritising what the 
Government wants over 
what is best for our pupils 
is never going to come as 
long as I am Headmaster”

“If the government was serious about improving life chances 
for all children... it would introduce a voucher system”

mailto:ads@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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Top sports figures warn 
of the risk of meningitis 
Students from Manchester High 
School for Girls (MSHG) and The 
Manchester Grammar School 
(MGS) learned that young people 
are among the most at-risk of 
contracting meningitis as two top 
UK sports personalities visited the 
schools last month (January).

Former England rugby player 
and BBC sports commentator, 
Matt Dawson, and GB Olympic 
gold medal hockey captain, 
Kate Richardson-Walsh, were in 
Manchester to raise awareness of 
the devastating illness as part of 

pharmaceutical and healthcare 
company GSK’s Tackle Meningitis 
Campaign.

A recent GSK survey revealed that, 
in the North West, understanding 
of the risk of meningitis among 
teens remains worryingly low; 
just one in ten parents and young 
people aged 14-18 are aware that 
teenagers are among the most 
at-risk for contracting the disease. 
The survey also highlighted a lack 
of knowledge about the signs and 
symptoms of the illness.

During their visit to MHSG and 

MGS, Matt and Kate met a group 
of aspiring hockey and rugby 
players from both schools to 
give them tips and advice on 
how to get on in the world of 
professional sport.

Director of Sport at Manchester 
High School for Girls, Mrs Sarah 
Newman, said: “Some of our 
girls already play hockey at a 
high level and some continue the 
sport at university with the aim 
to play professionally. Keeping 
fit and healthy is, therefore, very 
important to them. Meeting Matt 

and Kate was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity for our players to 
meet their heroes and talk to 
them about their aspirations.”

Mark Walmsley, Director of Sport 
at The Manchester Grammar 
School said: “Sadly, we have all 
seen tragic cases where young 
people have died after contracting 
this deadly disease, so today 
was a great opportunity for our 
boys to learn more about how to 
recognise the signs and symptoms 
of the illness and what they can 
do to tackle meningitis”.

Pictured: Matt Dawson (far left) and Kate Richardson-Walsh (far right) with students from the two schools.

A whole new world of robotics has 
opened up to pupils at Pocklington 
School, Yorkshire, with the arrival of 
a mechanical arm to its new Art and 
Design Technology Centre.

The Arduino Robotic Arm can 
pick up and move items, and be 
programmed to move a camera or 
track movements. It is being used 
to enhance design technology 
projects at the school, with students 
programming its actions and 
exploring its potential range of uses.

Steve Ellis, Pocklington School’s 
Head of Design said: “The arm is 
allowing me to move from teaching 
about robotics on video to actually 

allowing students to see and 
interact with the real thing. The 
new dimension it brings to lessons 
is inspiring fresh enthusiasm from 
all our pupils, not just those with 
a particular interest in engineering 
or computer programming. The 
students are really thinking about 
robotics and control, and testing out 
their theories.”

Projects inspired by the new robot 
include creating a camera mount to 
turn the robotic arm into a motion 
control camera, and adding wheels 
to its motor control board for 
extra movement. Cross-curricular 
projects with the Computer Science 
department are also planned.

Robotic arm brings new dimension to Design Technology teaching 

Students at Pocklington School using the new robotic arm, with Steve Ellis, Head of Design

The robotic arm was donated by 
Richard Yeomans, founder and 
Managing Director of York-based 
Tesla Automation, which designs 
and manufactures electrical 
control panels and systems. 

Mr Yeomans supported the 
campaign to raise funds to build 
Pocklington School’s £2.5m Art 
and Design Technology Centre, 
which opened last year, and is a 
school parent.



Independent Schools Magazine 7Advertisement Sales: 01242 259249                           ads@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk

Five new schools 
announced in 
China as part of 
PM ‘golden era’ 
trade mission 

The schools, the first of which is 
scheduled to open in Nanjing in 
2020, are part of a partnership 
between Reigate Grammar School 
(RGS) and Kaiyuan Education 
Fund (KEF), which is backed by 
the China Development Bank. The 
second school is due to open in 
Shanghai in 2023.

RGS Head Shaun Fenton signed 
a memorandum of understanding 
with the KEF in Shanghai earlier 
this month (February) at the China 
UK Business Forum alongside 
International Development 
Secretary Liam Fox.

The new Chinese schools will 
be co-educational all-through 
(Kindergarten to Sixth Form) 
boarding schools for local Chinese 
children.

Mr Fenton says he is keen for 
the Chinese schools to adopt 

RGS’s breadth of education which 
values character development and 
personal qualities in addition to 
academic success.

He said that the schools in 
China would bring huge benefit 
to RGS pupils in Britain: ‘By 
developing international links and 
perspectives, we hope to enrich 
the RGS community further. I 
am very excited about the visit 
and exchange opportunities for 
students and staff. It will open up 
cultural and learning links across 
continents which is crucial in the 
ever increasingly global world in 
which we live.’

Part of the income generated 
by the schools in China will be 
used to fund RGS bursaries for 
disadvantaged students. The school 
is committed to an ambitious drive 
for social mobility via its Changing 
Lives campaign.

Pictured: RGS Head Shaun Fenton (back row, second from right) and International 
Trade Secretary Liam Fox (centre, back row) with representatives of the Kaiyaun 
Education Fund, the China Development Bank and Sean Davey (front row, right), 
Director of the Reigate Grammar School Foundation

Reigate Grammar School, Surrey, has 
announced a major international venture 
with the opening of five schools in China.
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Year 7 at the Towers Convent 
School, Sussex, solemnly prepared 
to face the horrors of the 2018 
Black Death Day, during which they 
investigated its cause and impact. 

Pupils, appropriately dressed but 
extremely cheerful, faced the 
decimation of their villages, with 
one third of the population dead. As 
the day progressed they moved on 

to a daunting drama in an afflicted 
town, with pupils experiencing 
ordinary people’s suspicious and 
often dismissive feelings towards 
their leaders’ attempts to control the 
plague.

An English challenge provided pupils 
with the opportunity to  be creative 
as they designed and made aptly 
named board games. 

Black Death Day

mailto:ads@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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Girls at Sibford Junior School, 
Oxfordshire, have celebrated the 
100th anniversary of votes for 
women by posing as Suffragettes.

Edward Rossiter, Head of the 
Junior School, said: “During 
our morning meeting we spoke 
about equality and Quaker 
Values and explained the 100th 
anniversary of the introduction of 

the Representation of the People 

Act… a piece of legislation that, 

for the first time ever, enabled 

some women over the age of 30 

to vote and paved the way for 

universal suffrage 10 years later. 

“The pupils were outraged by the 

unfairness of the situation and 

enjoyed dressing up in protest.”

Girls mark centenary of 
voting rights for women

In 1918, Parliament passed an act granting the 
vote to women over the age of 30 who were 
householders, the wives of householders, occupiers 
of property with an annual rent of £5, and 
graduates of British universities. About 8.4 million 
women gained the vote.
Ten years later, the Representation of the People 
(Equal Franchise) Act extended the voting franchise 
to all women over the age of 21, granting women 
the vote on the same terms as men.

Manchester High School for Girls 
celebrated its pioneering founders 
who paved the way for women’s 
education by establishing the 
city’s first academic girls’ school 
in 1874.

In the centenary year of the 
historic Representation of the 
People Act, when women in this 
country first had the right to vote, 
the School community gathered 
for a special Founders’ Day 
assembly. The assembly not only 
remembered the founders, but also 
commemorated the strong links 
that Manchester High has with the 
Pankhurst women, leaders of the 
suffragette movement.

From its beginnings, Manchester 
High was liberal and progressive. 
At the time, universities did 
not accept women on the basis 
they would have had no formal 
education. MHSG’s founders 
wanted to change this and 
Manchester High became one 
of the first girls schools to teach 
Chemistry, Physics and Biology. 
It was this ground-breaking 
spirit that caught the attention 
of political reformer, Emmeline 
Pankhurst. She enrolled her three 

daughters; Christabel, Sylvia 
and Adela, with all three girls 
attending the School between 
1893 and 1902.

The Founders’ Day assembly 
started with a poignant 
performance of March of the 
Women by the school’s Music and 
Drama students, followed by the 
memoirs of former MHSG Head 
Mistress, Sara Burstall, who actively 
supported the right of women to 
vote during her time at the School 
between 1898-1924.

Mrs Claire Hewitt, Head Mistress 
at Manchester High School for 
Girls, said: “We are very proud of 
our forward-thinking founders. 
Our ethos of inspiring girls to 
pursue the highest academic, 
personal and moral standards 
and empowering them to become 
responsible global citizens remains 
the same as what our founders 
intended 144 years ago.”

Founders &  
suffragettes 
remembered

Votes for Women

Running a conference of interest  
to independent school staff? 
Then make sure they know about it by 
advertising in Independent Schools Magazine, 
the professional journal for the sector. 

CONFERENCE CALL!
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‘I did so, because while advances 

in neuroscience have discovered 

more and more about how the 

brain develops and what stimulates 

or depresses young minds, this 

knowledge was not filtering through 

to schools and teachers. I believe 

that how young people deal with 

the pressures of adolescence and 

early adulthood is as important as 

the way they learn.’ 

‘Technology has given 

neuroscientists access to the working 

brain which has helped to explain 

many of its cognitive functions. I 

believe that the knowledge we have 

gained through these developments 

could – no, should! – be fed into 

the education system and translated 

into programmes for schools. 

‘Marking the fifth year of 

BrainCanDo, Queen Anne’s is 

holding a one-day CPD-accredited 

conference on Thursday 15 March 

for directors of teaching and 

learning, teachers, educationalists,  

parents, psychologists, academics, 

and everyone interested in the 

development of the teenage brain 

and how a better understanding 

of it can transform teaching and 

learning.    

‘We work with universities to 

bring together the latest findings 

in neuroscience and psychology 

to build an evidence-informed 

educational practice,’ says Mrs 

Harrington. ‘ Unlike so many other 

programmes in this area, we take 

these findings and apply them in 

the classroom, the sports field , the 

boarding house and the playground 

to create the best possible 

educational experience for both 

teachers and pupils.’   

Research programmes include:

• How music can make you smarter

• The impact of emotional 

contagion on motivation to learn

• The role of self-affirmation in 

cognitive task performance 

• How memory works

• How to understand and work  

with stress 

• Understanding biological rhythms 

and the science of sleep

As well as updates from the current 

university research collaborators 

at University of Reading and 

Goldsmith’s, University of London, 

the conference will include 

presentations from:

• Professor Michael Thomas, Director 

of the Centre for Educational 

Neuroscience at Birkbeck 

University, London

• Dr Dean Burnett, neuroscientist 

at the Division of Psychological 

Medicine and Clinical 

Neurosciences at the School of 

Medicine at Cardiff University (and 

stand-up comedian) 

• Dr Joni Holmes, Head of the 

Centre for Attention Learning and 

Memory at the Cognition & Brain 

Sciences Unit at the University of 

Cambridge

and panel sessions led by Jonnie 

Noakes, Director of the Tony Little 

Centre for Innovation and Research 

in Learning at Eton College.  

Queen Anne’s School is an 

independent day and boarding 

school for girls, and part of the 

Grey Coat Hospital Foundation and 

the United Westminster Schools 

Foundation.  

CPD-Accredited one-day conference 15 March 2018

Pathways from neuroscience 

to the classroom

Five years ago 

Julia Harrington, 

headmistress of 

Queen Anne’s 

School, started 

an educational 

neuroscience 

programme 

she called 

BrainCanDo.

Thursday 15 March 2018, 9.15 am to 16.00 pm

Queen Anne’s School, Henley Road, Caversham, Berkshire RG4 6DX

Tickets (£60) can be booked through the BrainCanDo website  

(www.braincando.com) or by calling 0118 918 7343  

or emailing info@braincando.com
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Cranleigh announces technology  & teenage mental health conference
Cranleigh School, Surrey, is hosting a one-day conference on Technology and Teenage Mental Health in March, in association with mental health charity the Charlie Waller Memorial Trust. The conference will host Heads, Deputies and Pastoral Leads from a range of South East schools and feature experts from the fields of neuroscience, mental wellness and adolescent psychology.

Deputy Head (Pastoral) Dr Andrea Saxel says: “So much disparate research on the impact of technology on teenage mental health is being undertaken at the moment. Quite rightly it is a matter of concern for schools and parents alike. We felt there was a compelling need for a conference to address the issues all together. We will hold a similar conference for parents.”
Earlier this year Cranleigh became the first boarding school in the UK to prohibit the use of mobile phones for pupils in its first two year groups (Years 9 and 10). Cranleigh, a dedicated co-educational boarding school, educates pupils from age 13 to 18. Staff claim that the move has 

proved popular with parents and pupils alike.
Booking has now opened for the conference on 8th March. It includes keynote speeches from: Clinical and Developmental Psychologist Dr John Coleman; Neuroscientist, columnist and stand-up comedian Dr Dean Burnett; founder of the Everyday Sexism Project Laura Bates BEM; Pooky Knightsmith Director of the Schools Programme at the Charlie Waller Memorial Trust; and Dr Andrea Saxel. Workshops will be led by Vicki Shotbolt, CEO of ParentZone, Claire Eastham, author of We’re All Mad Here, and Sam Cooke, Housemaster at Cranleigh.The Conference aims to bring together educators with an interest in the impact of technology on teenage mental health, to share ideas and experiences, to learn from pioneering work going on in this area and to create a network of links and best practice.

The event is open to all who share an interest in the field, whether at primary or secondary level, state or independent schools. The conference will also feature an exhibition, as well as opportunities for networking.

Booking open for conference on 8th March 2018

For booking details and further information:  
www.cranleigh.org/our-school/academics/resources/cranleigh-training/technology-teenage-mental-health-conference

Agenda:
1.30pm-2.15pm: Registration: tea, coffee & pastries
2.30pm: Welcome address: Speaker: Pooky Knightsmith, Director of the Schools Programme, Charlie 

Waller Memorial Trust
2.45pm: Introduction: Speaker: Dr Andrea Saxel, Deputy Head Pastoral, Cranleigh School

3:00pm: Keynote Address 1: Technology and the Teenage Brain 

Speaker: Dr John Coleman Clinical and Developmental Psychologist
3.30pm: Keynote Address 2: Technology, Sleep and Mental Health 

Speaker: Dr Dean Burnett, neuroscientist and author of The Idiot Brain
3.50pm: Keynote Address 3:  Body Image, Sexting & Pornography 

Speaker: Laura Bates BEM, founder of the Everyday Sexism Project and 

author of Everyday Sexism
4.10pm: Break: tea & coffee, Exhibition4.45pm Workshop Sessions: Educating parents – theory and practice – run by Vicki Shotbolt, CEO 

of Parentzone
Creating healthy head space for teenagers – run by Clare Eastham, 

author of We’re All Mad HerePractical Approaches to Pastoral Care – run by Sam Cooke, Housemaster 

at Cranleigh School, with Dr Andrea Saxel5.45pm: Break. Bowlfood, drinks & Exhibition6.30pm Panel Discussion
7.15pm Meeting close: Dr Andrea Saxel

Independent Schools Magazine 19

Register for your own free e-copy                            www.independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk

Digital 
Wellbeing

Hampton School Conference

Protecting Pupils Online

Further information and booking: hamptonschool.org.uk/digital-conference

Sexting, cyber-bullying, tech-addiction, digital footprint - how can teachers help protect pupils online? Join us for an insight into the latest digital trends and hear first-hand about their potentially damaging impact. Specialist workshops will offer expert guidance on helping young people navigate the online world safely.

Friday 9 June 2017 
10.00am – 3.30pm  £195

Speakers include:
• Digital Sisters: Emma and Charlotte 
 Robertson from Digital Awareness 
 UK, trail blazing e-safety in schools

• Lorin LaFave: campaigning for online 
 safety following the death of her son 
 Breck Bednar, who was groomed online

• Parent Zone: advising teachers 
 on how to help parents deal 
 with digital dangers

• Holli Rubin: a body image 
 specialist tackling the issues 
 surrounding online identity

MAKING THE INTERNET WORK FOR FAMILIES

parentZONe

Anniversary celebrations
Bickley Park School, Kent, has 
been teaching boys since 1918 and 
preparations are already under way 
to commemorate its 100th year. 
Staff are planning a year of events 
and activities, and are now busy 
contacting, and tracking down, as 
many alumni as possible.
Bickley Park Old Boys will form 
part of the school’s centenary 
celebrations, which will run 
throughout the academic 2018/19 
year.

Patrick Wenham, headteacher, said: 
“Throughout our centenary year 
we hope to bring together past, 
present and future pupils, while 
celebrating Bickley Park’s long 
history and highlighting our plans 
for the next 100 years.”
Bickley Park School was founded 
by Mr and Mrs Richard A Brandram 
and started off with just 20 
pupils. Mr Brandram was the first 
headmaster and, like others that 
followed in his footsteps, has a 
school house named after him. 
The Brandrams were focussed on 
educating boys and sport played 
a strong part in their educational 
vision. This is continued today as 

pupils have access to a swimming 
pool, astro-turf pitch – opened in 
September 2016 – tennis courts, a 
six acre sports pitch and climbing 
wall.

Teaching is still conducted from 
some of its original 1918 buildings 
but, since then, the school has 
grown hugely. New facilities 
are continuously being added, 
including, recently, a brand new 
nursery. A new Reception block 
and dining room will open in 
September.

Footballer and TV presenter Chris 
Hollins is among Bickley Park’s 
well-known alumni, which includes 
political historian Sir Anthony 
Seldon, but the school has also 
hosted a famous name on the other 
side of the blackboard. Children’s 
author Enid Blyton taught at the 
school in 1919 before moving 
to Surbiton to work as a nursery 
governess.

Bickley Park is on the lookout  
for alumni and is calling on past 
pupils to get in touch. Visit  
www.bickleyparkschool.co.uk/alumni/ 
to contact the school. 

Last month (April)  heralded 
the 150th anniversary of King 
Edward’s move to Witley, Surrey, 
and the School has embarked on 
a year of celebratory events to 
commemmorate its history.
The Mayors of Haslemere and 
Waverley were present as a holly tree 
was planted in the King Edward’s 
Witley grounds to mark the date 
that the School moved from London 
to its new premises in Witley. A 
second holly tree was planted in the 
grounds of St Bride’s Church, Fleet 
Street, symbolising the School’s 
presence there as a Tudor orphanage 
when it was originally founded in 
the City of London.

John Attwater, Headmaster of King 
Edward’s Witley, said, “We retain 
close links with the City of London 
and are proud of our heritage. The 
planting of these holly trees will 
allow us to reflect on our two homes 

in Surrey and the City, and to reflect 
on the wonderful evolution of our 
parent foundation - Bridewell Royal 
Hospital – into the outstanding 
School we are today.”
Additional commemorative events 
include a special Bridewell Day 
thanksgiving service held last month 
in the presence of the Lord Mayor 
of the City of London and HRH 
The Duchess of Gloucester GCVO at 
Southwark Cathedral, an exhibition 
at Haslemere Museum in May and 
the opening of the School to the 
public for Heritage Open Day on 
Sunday 10th September 2017.
Bridewell Royal Hospital (reg. charity 
no. 311997) remains the parent 
foundation for King Edward’s 
and provides financial support to 
over 100 children whose home 
circumstances mean it is beneficial 
for them to have access to an 
outstanding boarding education.Pictured: The Mayor of Waverley, Councillor Chris Storey and Mayor of Haslemere, Councillor Sahran Abeysundara, treasurer Justine Voisin, headmaster John Attwater with Head Girl and Head Boy 
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“Significant increase in 
costs will be loaded on 
to school budgets”
Dr Michael Carslaw, Headmaster of St Leonards School, St Andrews, Scotland, 
reflects on the news (reported in the last issue of ISM) that the Scottish 
Government intends to remove mandatory non-domestic rates relief from, 
exclusively, independent mainstream charitable schools.
I was very disheartened to learn 
that the Scottish Government 
has accepted the Barclay Review 
Business Rates proposal with only 
limited modification. 

As a result, out of over 
24,000 registered charities in 
Scotland, around 50 or so have 
been singled out to have the 
mandatory charitable benefit 
of 80% rates relief removed. 
These charities happen to be 
independent schools. All have 
uniquely passed the ‘charity 
test’ to satisfy the Charity 
Regulator, OSCR, recognising 
that independent schools provide 
significant public benefit over 
and beyond the simple provision 
of education, and more than 

enough, in their judgment, to 
maintain charitable status. A 
significant part of this benefit is 
the provision of means-tested fee 
remissions, as well as providing 
access to facilities and expertise 
in a broad range of activities. As 
a result of the OSCR test, there 
has been an enormous swing 
from non-means tested benefits 
to means-tested benefits. The 
independent sector has engaged 
fully and supportively in making 
this major change happen.

The Barclay Review outcome was 
unexpected and, from 2020, a 
significant increase in costs will 
be loaded on to school budgets. 
Schools will have to deal with 
this in straightforward accounting 

terms in order to balance the 
books. Arguments that the 
increase can simply be shared 
out among fee-paying parents 
simply do not hold water. Schools 
will have to look closely at their 
costs and, if the benefit of rates 
relief goes, then inevitably there 
will be a knock on impact. For 
example, many schools exceed 
the OSCR expectation for 
means-tested support and other 
provision of benefit, going well 
above and beyond any statutory 
requirement. I am sure this aspect 
will be quite reasonably looked at 
carefully by schools concerned for 
the future. 

St Leonards, situated in the 
heart of the ancient university 

town of St Andrews, is proud 

to promote Scotland as an 

intellectual hub: a destination 

for world-class education 

within a friendly and welcoming 

environment. The independent 

schools of Scotland are renowned 

for their high standards and 

breadth of opportunity. They are 

large employers and contribute 

enormously to the Scottish 

economy. Scottish Independent 

Schools are dedicated to 

promoting educational 

excellence. The schools, their 

employees and students are core 

parts of their local communities.   

As well as from Scotland, St 

Leonards welcomes boys and girls 

from all over the world and from 

an enormous range of cultures 

and backgrounds. This mix 

of nationalities, backgrounds, 

experiences and friendships 

creates a unique and positive 

environment, which is immensely 

beneficial to all pupils, including 

those who, without financial 

support, would not be able to 

attend.     

Providing an excellent education 

and instilling a love of learning 

are our primary purposes. We will 

not be diverted from this, but 

the unintended consequences 

of the Barclay Review will make 

this more complicated to achieve 

and draw an unnecessary division 

between us and other educators.

End of the road for rates relief?

http://www.independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk/issues/2018-jan/jan-magazine.html#p=4
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‘I did so, because while advances 
in neuroscience have discovered 
more and more about how the 
brain develops and what stimulates 
or depresses young minds, this 
knowledge was not filtering through 
to schools and teachers. I believe 
that how young people deal with 
the pressures of adolescence and 
early adulthood is as important as 
the way they learn.

‘Technology has given 
neuroscientists access to the working 
brain which has helped to explain 
many of its cognitive functions. I 
believe that the knowledge we have 
gained through these developments 
could – no, should! – be fed into 
the education system and translated 
into programmes for schools. 

‘Marking the fifth year of 
BrainCanDo, Queen Anne’s is 
holding a one-day CPD-accredited 
conference on Thursday 15 March 
for directors of teaching and 
learning, teachers, educationalists,  
parents, psychologists, academics, 
and everyone interested in the 

development of the teenage brain 
and how a better understanding 
of it can transform teaching and 
learning.    

‘We work with universities to 
bring together the latest findings 
in neuroscience and psychology 
to build an evidence-informed 
educational practice,’ says Mrs 
Harrington. ‘Unlike so many other 
programmes in this area, we take 
these findings and apply them in 
the classroom, the sports field, the 
boarding house and the playground 
to create the best possible 
educational experience for both 
teachers and pupils.’    

Research programmes include:

• How music can make you smarter

• The impact of emotional 
contagion on motivation to learn

• The role of self-affirmation in 
cognitive task performance 

• How memory works

• How to understand and work  
with stress 

• Understanding biological rhythms 
and the science of sleep

As well as updates from the current 
university research collaborators 
at University of Reading and 
Goldsmith’s, University of London, 
the conference will include 
presentations from:

• Professor Michael Thomas, Director 
of the Centre for Educational 
Neuroscience at Birkbeck 
University, London

• Dr Dean Burnett, neuroscientist 
at the Division of Psychological 
Medicine and Clinical 

Neurosciences at the School of 
Medicine at Cardiff University (and 
stand-up comedian) 

• Dr Joni Holmes, Head of the 
Centre for Attention Learning and 
Memory at the Cognition & Brain 
Sciences Unit at the University of 
Cambridge

and panel sessions led by Jonnie 
Noakes, Director of the Tony Little 
Centre for Innovation and Research 
in Learning at Eton College.  

Queen Anne’s School is an 
independent day and boarding 
school for girls, and part of the 
Grey Coat Hospital Foundation and 
the United Westminster Schools 
Foundation.  

CPD-accredited one-day conference 15 March 2018

Pathways from neuroscience 
to the classroom

Five years ago 
Julia Harrington, 
headmistress of 
Queen Anne’s 
School, started 
an educational 
neuroscience 
programme 
she called 
BrainCanDo.

Thursday 15 March 2018, 9.15 am to 16.00 pm
Queen Anne’s School, Henley Road, Caversham, Berkshire RG4 6DX

Tickets (£60) can be booked through the BrainCanDo website  
(www.braincando.com) or by calling 0118 918 7343  

or emailing info@braincando.com

http://www.braincando.com
mailto:info@braincando.com
mailto:ads@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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Education around alcohol
The Alcohol Education Trust has learnt much over the last decade 
about planning and delivering a manageable, enjoyable and easily 
implemented PSHE scheme of work to ensure  pupils learn to stay 
safe around alcohol. Their involvement has assisted a number of 
independent schools including Sherborne and Leweston. AET’s CEO 
Helena Conibear, a PSHE accredited practitioner, reports...

Alcohol is very different from learning about 
drugs or cigarettes which are very much ‘don’t’ 
messages. In Britain 80% of adults drink and 
alcohol is an integral part of our culture and 
society. This means children need to learn 
to navigate alcohol and its effects, social or 
physical, whether they choose to drink or not. 
We’ve drawn together 10 top recommendations 
to help ensure the lessons schools deliver are 
both effective and enjoyable.

1) The right message at the  
right age and abilities
If you visit www.alcoholeducationtrust.org 
you will see that all recommended resources 
are listed by year group as well as by topic, 
this is to ensure that children don’t receive 
the same lesson on alcohol each year. When 
surveyed, many children said they found alcohol 
education boring, repetitive and preachy.  At 
age 13 a preventative approach works well, 
but this must move to harm minimisation 
approach as they get older so they learn to 
look after themselves and their friends if 
alcohol becomes part of their lives. Having 
more picture and story led scenarios for 
children with SEN is key too. You can download 
30 lesson plans, implementation guidance, 
worksheets  and games for free here: http://
alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/
download-teacher-workbook/ If you’d like 
a hard copy you can order one via: https://
alcoholeducationtrust.org/store/

2) The tipping point – age 13 is the 
perfect time for lessons on alcohol
This is the age that many children will have 
drunk their first whole drink, overwhelmingly in 
a family setting. When the talk about alcohol 
programme was evaluated among 4,000 
children, the researchers found that 40% had 
already had a whole drink. At age 11 just 1% of 
children drink and a general life skills approach 
that builds self-esteem and resilience is 
recommended before that age as there is some 
evidence that too much information too early 
can encourage experimentation. However, by 
age 13 children are looking to older age groups 

and this is the perfect time, before they start 
encountering alcohol outside of the home.

3) No preaching, scare  
mongering or moral tales
If you read the PSHE Association principles of 
good PSHE, you will know we are encouraged 
to use positive approaches that encourage 
children to make healthier decisions. These 
methods involve role play of ‘what would 
you do if’ scenarios – what we call rehearsal 
strategies – such as planning an 18th Birthday 
party. Outside speakers who share their stories, 
or focusing on the extremes of behaviour or 
shock tactics are not shown to be effective, 
as although children may be fascinated they 
see the information as too far removed from 
the reality of their lives. Alcohol education is 
best delivered by trusted professionals that the 
children know and trust.

4) Plan lessons that are not ‘top 
down’ and information heavy
It’s very tempting to fill lessons with 
information on alcohol and the law, the 
consequences of drinking too much. The 
best lesson structure involves a 5 minute 
ice breaker (once you’ve reminded children 
of the ground rules and where they can go 
for advice and support), not more than 20 
minutes of information and should then 
involve a core activity which reflects the 
information allowing children to work out 
for themselves what wiser choices are. For 
example, learning about units and guidelines 
can be dull and boring, but if it involves the 
alcohol clock game it is transformed into a 
lesson that is memorable and effective. Take 
a look here: www.alcoholeducationtrust.
org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Alcohol-
Clock-Game.pdf or there is virtual night club 
version on our student learning zone via www.
talkaboutalcohol.com  

5) Always assess what  
the children know before you start
Too often we plough in with information and 
stats without working out what the children 

know or indeed don’t know, or would like to 
learn more about. You should always have a 
baseline or assessing knowledge lesson if taking 
on a new group for PSHE, or indeed in science. 
Take a look at the workbook or visit https://
alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/
assessing-knowledge/ for inspiration and ideas 
– the hot seat show of hands ice breaker, the 
why do people drink or not core activity and 
quiz cards. To order a hardcopy you can email 
kate@alcoholeducationtrust.org  

6) Ground rules and sign posting
It’s a very hard balance to strike between 
advising students not to divulge personal 
experiences, but to ensure they feel confident 
enough to come to you with any concerns they 

10 top tips for delivering an effective programme at school

For advice and further information, get in touch via: Helena Conibear: helena@alcoholeducationtrust.org 07876 593 345

Seana Cummings, Head of PSHE,  
Sherborne School, Dorset

Helena Conibear has spoken to staff and 
parents about alcohol on three separate 
occasions in the past two academic years.  
We, and parents, have been so impressed 
with the quality of the information, advice 
and resources provided by the AET that 
we have already booked them in for the 
coming academic year.

The talks are always well received as Helena 
has both a very relaxed yet confident 
presentation style and quite obviously 
knows the information and latest facts. 
This is especially clear in the question and 
answer part of her sessions where I have 
only seen calm and informed answers to 
whatever is thrown at her! Exceptionally 
helpful for us, she is also very flexible and 
will adapt her presentations to suit our 
needs and requirements. I have also used 
many of the AET resources when planning 
the alcohol education module of our 
PSHE course as the AET’s vision for young 
people to enter adulthood having a healthy 
relationship with alcohol ensures that its 
resources engage pupils allowing them 
to build the necessary resilience from a 
position of informed choice.

http://alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/download-teacher-workbook/
http://alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/download-teacher-workbook/
http://alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/download-teacher-workbook/
https://alcoholeducationtrust.org/store/
https://alcoholeducationtrust.org/store/
http://www.alcoholeducationtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Alcohol-Clock-Game.pdf
http://www.alcoholeducationtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Alcohol-Clock-Game.pdf
http://www.alcoholeducationtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Alcohol-Clock-Game.pdf
https://alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/assessing-knowledge/
https://alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/assessing-knowledge/
https://alcoholeducationtrust.org/teacher-area/assessing-knowledge/
mailto:kate@alcoholeducationtrust.org
http://www.alcoholeducationtrust.org
http://of
https://involve
http://www.children
http://www.children
mailto:helena@alcoholeducationtrust.org
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10 top tips for delivering an effective programme at school

have about their own or someone else’s 

drinking. We always advise that you remind 

children at the beginning of each lesson 

to use language such as ‘I know someone 

who’ and not to ask you personal questions, 

but also to list in school, local and national 

sources of support. Our final advice is to 

have an ‘ask it basket’ where students can 

post any questions and that you will then 

come back to them with an answer – you 

can’t be an expert on every topic and should 

never try and fudge an answer.

7) Invest in CPD for a PSHE lead  
or Head of Pastoral Care
Schools with outstanding OFSTED’s 

usually have outstanding programmes 

of PSHE. PSHE can only be outstanding 

if there is some investment in CPD and 

topic knowledge. Trained staff can then 

cascade their learning and knowledge to 

others in school ensuring an affordable 

and sustainable legacy. If you would like 

to organise training on alcohol, please 

email kate@alcoholeducationtrust.org – 

as little as an hour’s guidance and advice 

can transform delivery! We also have a 

conference on alcohol and drugs education 

for schools with workshops and key speakers 

on the 21st June in Liverpool (free for PSHE 

leads!)

8) Involve a social norms 
approach
Teachers, parents and pupils all over 

estimate the number of teenagers who 

drink, smoke, take drugs and engage in risky 

behaviours. It’s really important to share 

facts such as 80% of 18 – 24 year olds 

don’t binge drink and get drunk and that 

the majority of 11- 15 year olds don’t drink 

alcohol, for example. We have some great 

Caroline O’Toole, Leweston School, Dorset

Leweston School has for a number of years used AET educational resources as 
part of the PSHE programme; generally with years 9, 10, and 12. The resources 
are comprehensive, user friendly, attractive and imaginative. They do not 
require too much preparation. We have also had a very successful talk for 
parents and INSET for teachers. I would highly recommend the AET to schools 
and their resources.

A ‘whole school’ approach to 
mental health and wellbeing 
James Brown, former head of year for Brentwood School and now a non-executive 
director at Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) England, explains why he thinks every 
school should be taking a ‘whole school’ approach to mental health and wellbeing. 

In 2015 the National Children’s 
Bureau (NCB) published seminal 
guidance on promoting mental 
health and wellbeing in schools 
emphasising the importance of 
‘whole-school’ thinking. For those 
who aren’t familiar, this is the 
idea that improving approaches 
to mental health and wellbeing in 
schools is best achieved through 
its entire community – parents, 
governors, staff and pupils – 
working together and at every 
level. It means weaving wellbeing, 
social and emotional learning 
(SEL) into all areas of school life, 
from the curricula we compile, to 
the training we provide to staff, 
to the overarching policies we put 
in place.  

Taking measures to build this 
kind of supportive environment is 
something schools can no longer 
afford to think of as a luxury, or 
an optional extra. The evidence 
on the links between wellbeing, 
learning and school improvement 
is overwhelming. We know, for 
example, that children with 
greater emotional attachment 
to their school achieve better 
exam results, and that the 
staff’s wellbeing is closely tied 
to ability to perform their role 
effectively. Together, this tells us 
that a focus on wellbeing and 
mental health in schools is key to 
effective learning and teaching, 
and therefore something every 
school should be looking at.

With so many component parts 
to consider, implementing a 
whole school approach can 
seem daunting. Positive school 
environments are, however, shaped 
to a large extent by the social 
and emotional skills of those who 
work there, meaning staff training 
is one of the best places to start. 
The efficacy of SEL approaches 
in this area led me to become a 
supporter of Youth Mental Health 
First Aid (MHFA) training, and it’s 
something I believe all school staff 
should have access to. As well as 
providing education around self-
care and peer support, this course 
gives school staff the knowledge, 
confidence and skills to be able to 
spot the signs of common mental 

health issues in young people, 
assess risk, communicate non-
judgmentally and guide them to a 
place of further support. 

Empowering staff with these 
skills is a key part of fostering 
a mentally healthy school 
environment, and, if we’re 
serious about promoting effective 
learning, something every school 
should be prioritising in 2018. 

To find out more about Youth MHFA training visit: mhfaengland.org/organisations/youth

quizzes and activities to help you get the message 
across; take a look at www.talkaboutalcohol.com

9) Integrate on line apps,  
games and media
It’s very important that we move with the times and 
integrate new technologies to keep children engaged. 
Take a look at the challenge zone here: www.
talkaboutalcohol.com/challenge-zone/

10) Leave time for evaluation!
This is my greatest fault as I always run out of time, 
but it is good to give children a chance to reflect on 
what they’ve learnt and remembered. They can feed 
back on what was most surprising and useful and 
what else they would like to know. There are some 
great techniques such as rolling a dice to randomly 
select who speaks for example – take a look at the 
workbook as ever!

Our final and perhaps most important advice is to have 
enough lessons on a topic for children to be able to 
learn enough to build their knowledge and resilience. 
For alcohol we know that four 45 minute ‘talk about 
alcohol’ lessons in Year 8 with 2 top up lessons in Year 
9 are evidenced to be enough to significantly delay the 
age that they choose to start drinking whole drinks – as 
well as improving knowledge and engagement with 
PSHE. A couple of lessons or a drop down day won’t do 
the trick I’m afraid, it is the building spirals of learning 
over time, group work and reflection on scenarios which 
really work!

mailto:kate@alcoholeducationtrust.org
http://www.mhfaengland.org/organisations/youth
http://www.talkaboutalcohol.com/challenge-zone/
http://www.talkaboutalcohol.com/challenge-zone/
http://www.talkaboutalcohol.com
mailto:ads@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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After a gruelling schedule of six 
matches in two days, the Cranleigh  
School, Surrey, U18 Girls’ team were 
crowned National Indoor Hockey 
Champions for the first time. 

Richard Organ, Director of Hockey 
commented: “We are very proud of 
the whole squad who thoroughly 
deserved the success they achieved. 

It was great to have so much 
support there to see them produce 
such outstanding displays of skill, 
determination and discipline.”

On the way the team beat hosts 
Bromsgrove, and King’s Bruton.

Cranleigh faced Framlingham in the 
final and secured a 4-2 victory.

Hockey champs

Abbey Gate College, Cheshire, 
welcomed former Premier League 
and England footballer, Michael 
Owen to formally open the school’s 
much anticipated, state-of-the-art 
all-weather pitch.

Special guest and patron of the 
fundraising committee, Michael 
Owen unveiled the new facility 
alongside Headmistress, Tracy 

Pollard and Chair to the Governors, 
Felicity Taylor as part of the school’s 
vision to provide outstanding 
sporting opportunities for everyone, 
today and for many generations to 
come.

Following the ribbon cutting and 
speeches pupils watched from the 
spectator area as Michael Owen 
concluded the ceremony by scoring 
three goals from the centre of the 
pitch, much to the delight of the 
crowd. 

In the evening, celebrations 
continued with invited guests 
watching from the Sports & 
Teaching Pavilion as the floodlights 
were switched on in dramatic 
sequence to reveal the new facility. 
The evening included an impressive 
display of skills from Chester Hockey 
Club, led by England and Great 
Britain co-captain, Phil Roper and 
pupils from Abbey Gate College.

As well as the current pupils, the 
local community are also invited to 
make use of the new facility. 

Michael Owen officially 
opens all-weather pitch

Strathallan have made history by 
winning the U18 Scottish Rugby 
Schools’ Cup. The School defeated 
Glenalmond 52-8 at Murrayfield to 
raise the cup for the very first time.

The Road to Murrayfield has been a 
hard one for the School; Strathallan 
beating St Columbus, Glasgow 
Academy, and Stewarts Melville, 
before their bruising semi-final 
encounter win ( 21-3) against 
Watsons at Myreside.

Director of Rugby Andy Henderson 
says he’s delighted with the boys’ 
performance.

“I’m thrilled to get the victory. 
So proud. It’s not a journey that 
started and finished tonight. A lot 
of the players have come all the way 
through the School and have been 
building up to a moment like this. 
They’ve worked so, so hard. It’s right 
we made it to the final. 

Henderson admits that their 
opposition started well and gave 
them a wake-up call after the first 
minute of play - Ben Morrison 
scoring to put Glenalmond ahead.

“Well done to Glenalmond for 
taking that opportunity. That did 
wake us up and helped us get into a 
bit of a flow.

“Sometimes, the journey is better 
than the actual event, and when 
the final whistle went, there was a 
bit of relief. That then turns into 
excitement. It was just brilliant to 
be a part of. A great thing for all 
the players, coaching staff, pupils, 
supporters to experience. They’re all 
a part of the journey here.”

Henderson, meanwhile, says his side 
drew inspiration from Scotland in 
their  performances against Samoa, 
New Zealand and Australia.

Historic cup final

A year ago, part-time 
Groundsman at Oundle School, 
Northamptonshire, William Roberts 
(18) was selected to train and 
compete with the Down Syndrome 
Swimming (DSS) GB Team. In 
August, he took part in the GB 
National Special Olympic Summer 
Games in Sheffield as part of the 
Eastern Region Team, winning a 
gold for the 50m Freestyle with a 
new PB and a bronze for the 50m 
backstroke.

William has recently returned 
from Paris as part of the DSS 
GB Team competing in the 
Down Syndrome International 
Swimming Organisation European 
Championships where there 
were eighteen countries and 108 
swimmers taking part. 

William progressed through all the 
heats to the finals of the 100m 

Breaststroke, the 50m Breaststroke 
and the 100m Individual Medley. He 
came 7th, 6th and 6th respectively 
in the European rankings for these 
races. He also gained four new PBs 
in his other races and was placed 
overall 15th out of sixty-one male 
swimmers in Europe and 19th 
overall out of 108 swimmers.

Groundsman excels in 
GB swimming team 

Girls from Cundall Manor School, 
Yorkshire,  secured back-to-back 
national titles after coming out 
on top in the U13 ISA National 
Hockey Championship at the 
Olympic Park in London for a 
second year in a row.

The school triumphed against tough 
opposition from across the country 
before clinching the title in a tense 
final against Holme Grange School, 
Berkshire.

Head of Girls Games at Cundall 
Manor School, Louise Bessey, 
said: “I am absolutely thrilled by 
the performance the girls put in 
throughout the tournament. To 
keep a clean sheet across all six 

games is a great achievement and 
a special mention deserves to go to 
Colette, our goalkeeper, who put in 
such a strong display in the final.”

The team beat London based 
Northwood College 5-0 in the 
opening game before overcoming a 
competitive Ballard side 4-0 in the 
pool stage. The team finished their 
pool games with a convincing 5-0 
win against LVS Ascot to progress 
to the knock out stages. En route 
to the final the North Yorkshire 
youngsters dug deep to beat Sussex 
side, Finborough 3-0 in the quarter 
final before meeting Hampshire’s 
Alton School in the semi-final, 
overcoming the team 5-0 with a 
strong team performance.

National titles 



Independent Schools Magazine 15

Call 01832 280011   info@schoolblazer.com   www.schoolblazer.com
(*Back to school data in 2016)

Orders shipped within 2 days.* 
Name taped

98% 
Over

Customer satisfaction*

95% 
Over

99% 
Over

Product availability*

Quality garments with a  
market leading service

You’ll know that Schoolblazer stands for quality and style. What you may not know is that we offer the most convenient  

service for parents, with free name taping, intelligent sizing technology, easy online ordering and super fast delivery. 

It’s no wonder we’re now the UK’s leading supplier of uniforms and sportswear to independent schools.

6135 Schoolblazer Print Advertising 2017.indd   3 29/09/2017   15:40

mailto:info@schoolblazer.com
http://www.schoolblazer.com


16 Independent Schools Magazine

Teacher involvement in 
developing exams ~ latest 

The review follows the well-
publicised incidents during 
summer 2017 when two 
teachers who were involved in 
writing examinations for Pre-U 
qualifications (an alternative to 
A levels) disclosed information to 
their students about the contents 
of forthcoming exams.

After collecting evidence 
throughout last autumn, 
Ofqual found that the exam 
system clearly benefits from the 
contributions of teachers and 
believes that the system generally 
works well. They say there is a 
risk the quality of exam papers 
will decline if teachers are not 
permitted to contribute to their 
development, since no other pool 
of people has the specific subject 
knowledge and understands how 
students across the ability range 
will respond to the questions.

Ofqual concede, however, 
that there are three key risks 
associated with the current 
practice, namely that:  

1. a teacher deliberately discloses 
to students and/or to teaching 
colleagues the contents of a 
forthcoming exam;  

2. a teacher who knows the 
questions or the specific 
topics on which his or her 
students will be assessed will, 
consciously or sub-consciously, 
narrow his or her teaching; 

3. public confidence in the 
qualification system, which 
may have been damaged by the 
incidents reported this summer, 
will decline unless further 
safeguards are introduced to 
reduce the risks of 1 and 2.  

Ofqual is considering options to 
address these risks in three broad 
categories and expects to come 
up with suggestions this month 
(February) and seek views on 
them through the Spring.

685 staff and 105 schools were involved 
in various aspects of malpractice in 
2017 – see graphic panels

Ofqual 2018 5 

Staff malpractice  
Exam boards impose penalties for malpractice committed by an individual member of staff at a school or college, for example a teacher or an 
invigilator. More than one penalty can be imposed for a single offence. 

Categories of staff malpractice 

                                                                                                

895 penalties were issued to 685 members of 
centre staff in 2017. Increases in penalties were 
seen across all categories. The largest 
proportion of penalties were for 
maladministration. The subject with the largest 
number of penalties was computing. 

Types of penalties issued to staff 

 

This year sees a large rise in written warnings. Exam boards have indicated 
that they are more likely to issue written warnings (a formal penalty) 
whereas previously they may have issued an advisory note (not a formal 
penalty and so not included in the data). 

 

 

 

 

 

Penalty type 2016 2017 Change 

Requirement for training or mentoring 35 185 ▲414% 
Special conditions 45 125 ▲186% 
Suspension from involvement in exams 115 90 ▼  19% 
Written warning 170 495 ▲194% 
Total 360 895 ▲148% 
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School or college malpractice  
Where there is evidence that malpractice is the result of a serious management failure, an exam board may apply sanctions against a whole 
department or a school or college.  

Categories of school or college malpractice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
120 penalties were issued across 105 centres in 2017. Decreases in 
malpractice offences were seen across all categories. The largest 
proportion of offences in 2017 were for maladministration. The number of 
penalties received by any one school or college was never greater than 
two.  

 
 
  

 
 

Types of penalties issued to schools or colleges 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Penalty type 2016 2017 Change 
Written warning 125 65 ▼  49% 
Centre to review and provide report 30 45 ▲  62% 
Other 0~ 10 ▲100% 
Total 155 120 ▼  24% 

105 schools 
involved in 
malpractice 

in 2017 

0

50

100

150

200

250

2014 2015 2016 2017

Nu
m

be
r o

f c
en

tr
e 

pe
na

lti
es

Written warning Cente to review and provide report on malpractice Other

Staff malpractice
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Ofqual has reviewed the risks and benefits of the long-
established practice of some teachers who write or 
contribute to exam papers also teaching the qualification; 
and the effectiveness of the safeguards used to reduce the 
risk of malpractice where a teacher has this dual role.
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Recently, I had a startling 
conversation with a teenager.  
Not a grunting teenager, but a 
highly articulate, ‘out there’ sort 
of teen, think Teen Vogue and 
shopping at Brandy Melville; the 
conversation between us went 
something like this:

‘I am thinking of cancelling my 
Instagram account.’

‘Wow!’
‘My friends and I are unhappy 
with its sapping of our free time 
and finding the energy required 
to monitor the permanent traffic 
of pictures is killing us; plus, it’s 
exhausting to be in a constant state 
of visual perfection readiness.’

‘Gosh!’
‘Doesn’t it say in that book you keep 
quoting at us (she meant ‘Swimming 
Upstream, Parenting Girls for 
Resilience in a Toxic Culture’ by 
Laura H. Choate) that girls have 
taken up ‘online’ as simply another 
way to judge themselves (often as 
wanting) and it’s a further obstacle 
to a productive, fulfilled life? I don’t 
want to be judging and scrutinising 
the microscopic, better-left-private 
details of my contemporaries’ lives, 
and I don’t want everyone judging 
and scrutinising mine.’

‘Goodness!’
My part in the conversation 
was clearly negligible, my usual 
loquaciousness on matters relating 
to the young consisting only of a 
series of sprightly exclamation marks.  
Like many teachers, I see social 
media as established and necessary 
to life, adolescent life specifically 
– it is how our pupils connect with 
each-other, how they (and we) 
access information about the world 
(in a 2016 survey, 28% of teens were 
getting their news via social media), 
for some, an addiction, for others a 
positive platform for self-expression. 
I worried greatly (as do most adults) 
about the impact social media was 
having on the mental well-being 
of young people, but it had not 
occurred to me for one moment that 
perhaps these thoughts chimed with 
those of young people themselves.  

Antidotes to social media’s non-stop 
search for new audiences do in fact 
exist; a quick look online gives us 
humour (you laugh in the face of 
the Photo Shopped), the Liberal 
Arts (I think that means acting and 
painting your way through the pain 
of 50 not 100 Likes) and detox 
(asking your parents to hide all 
devices, trying to make it through 
the day, cold turkey) but what about 
books? Could the printed word be 
once again at the forefront of a 
revolution? Could reading be the 
counterweight to what we hate 
about social media: the cats and 
cucumbers are funny, we really love 
our connected life, but how we 
abhor the need to fashion an online 
persona so alien to our real selves.  

Gutenberg would be tickled pink to 
think books could do this, and as for 
the lads who invented Cuneiform, 
one of the earliest known writing 
systems (invented about 5000 
years ago), they wouldn’t need 
convincing, but how could it work, 
how persuade a generation of You 
Tubers that the ‘rush’ induced by a 
sneezing baby panda or a laughing 
goat, could also be felt when 
reading a great book?  Here is how I 
think it might work: listed below are 
social media sites/websites and book 
titles, each listing explains the site, 
followed by how the book taps into 
the themes of its digital counterpart. 
So, before naturally reaching for 
your device this time (the heaviest 
users check their phones 5,427 
times a day, according to researcher 
Dscout), reach for the book; not an 
instant return, it must be admitted, 
but an effort worth making: no-one 
to criticise your thinking, no-one to 
demand you answer now and no-
one to derail you with their views, 
just your own judgement and your 
own enjoyment; solo.

Social Media Site and  
Its Book Counterpart:
https://www.boredpanda.com/
funny-pinterest-fails/and Why 
We Took the Car by Wolfgang 
Herrndorf: there is almost nothing 
funnier than the melted wax crayon 
art fail, but the ‘fails’ in Why We 

Took the Car resonate even more 
deeply because we recognise them 
as our own, small, every day failings 
as well – ‘When someone doesn’t 
have any nicknames, it’s for one of 
two reasons. Either you’re incredibly 
boring and don’t get any because of 
that, or you don’t have any friends. 
But there is one other possibility. 
You could be boring and have no 
friends. And I’m afraid that’s my 
problem.’ Ouch.  

You Tube – What Went Viral 
in 2017 and Stolen by Lucy 
Christopher: if you Google 
‘What Went Viral in 2017’ one 
result is the Los Angeles-based 
choreographer Kyle Hanagami’s, 
‘Shape of You’ routine; the dancing 
is intense, sensuous and absolutely 
mesmerising, rather like Lucy 
Christopher’s novel – kidnapped at 
an airport, the main character is torn 
between desire for, and fear of, her 
young captor. The book is written 
as one intensely felt letter to the 
perpetrator. 

You Tube’s Cat vs Cucumber 
compilation and All Dogs Have 
ADHD by Kathy Hoopman: cats 
and cucumbers are just enduringly 
funny (although who doesn’t love 
the fainting goats), but whilst the 
laughs in Kathy Hoopman’s book are 
genuine, the message is much more 
in earnest.  

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xuCn8ux2gbs and Wolf 
by Wolf by Ryan Graudin: in The 
History of the World, I Guess by Bill 
Wurtz, the creation of the universe 
is explained in 20 minutes – clever, 
extremely clever, but not the 
sustained cleverness of our universe 
re-imagined, as in Ryan Graudin’s 
YA novel: ‘The year is 1956, and 
the Axis powers of the Third Reich 
and Imperial Japan rule the world...’ 
The poignancy of this novel, the 
energy of the motorbike riders who 
race to win an audience with Adolf 
Hitler, is all told through the voice 
of the brutalised Yael, child of the 
concentration camps. 

https://www.boredpanda.com 
and The Illustrator’s Notebook 
by Mohieddine Ellabbad: Bored 

Panda showcases art and design by 
incredibly talented people across 
the globe and describes itself as 
the only magazine for pandas; The 
Illustrator’s Notebook takes a similar 
broad view of art, from both the 
Western and the Arabic traditions; 
without the pandas.  

https://www.instagram.com and 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi: 
Instagram tells us all we want to 
know of breaking news, but the 
novel Persepolis represents the reality 
to an adolescent, already grappling 
boys, spots and personal identity, of 
repressive regimes, war and refugee 
status; in its use of the graphic novel 
format, it is even more powerful for 
the seeming disconnect between 
form and content.

Netflix and The Ghost Child  
by Sonya Hartnett: Nothing can be 
better than watching a great film 
and to compare the genre of film 
with that of the written word is risky, 
but The Ghost Child has a cinematic 
quality which is quite staggering, 
with parts of the book playing out in 
your head like stills from a film reel: 
‘His royal spirit, disturbed winging 
like a dark bat into the sky.’  ‘He was 
a kestrel, an eel, a lacewing.’

Making the landscape of books too 
separate from their online lives, as 
though young people can juggle 
only one or the other, has been a 
mistake that we adults have made 
for them.  The teen of the original 
conversation is from a well-read 
family, but she admits that among 
her peers, talking about books was 
about as likely as Kim Kardashian 
being made UK ambassador for 
Start-rite shoes, because nowhere 
was it given a platform.  Teachers 
try to incorporate the best aspects 
of social media into their teaching 
in the hope of retaining the interest 
of their pupils, losing sight along 
the way of the powerful benefits of 
being a reader, not least that readers 
are happier, healthier and more 
connected to their communities than 
their non-reading opposites and 
consequently much better placed to 
balance the demands which social 
media makes upon them.  

FOMO & the book
Charlotte Weatherley, Assistant Head, at Knighton House 
School, Dorset, discusses whether reading books could be the 
counterweight to the dangers of social media and suggests 
some books and websites to consider...
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https://www.instagram.com
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About Password
Since their launch in 2008, Password tests have been 
used by for accurate and reliable “gold standard” 
English language and maths assessment. The tests, 
designed by experts and aligned to international 
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“ Password Pupil has given King’s Ely a single-platform 
testing management system for years 6-13 for all our 
international applicants. The content is rigorous, valid 
and randomly generated and managing the system 
has proved simple with excellent customer support 
from the Password ELT Team. From an academic point 
of view the system offers a cohesive way to compare 
results to the CEFR and general English levels while 
the online writing tasks are varied and appropriate for 
Academic school-level English. Within the school we 
have become far more efficient as Password means 
all of us in admissions and management can access 
results directly, reducing emails and phone calls on a 
day-to-day basis. Password has given us a bespoke, 
professional and effective product that exceeded our 
expectations and meets our international admissions 
needs completely.”

Matthew Norbury, Academic Director of International 
Programmes, King’s Ely, Cambridgeshire
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The Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 
at Hymers College, Yorkshire, was 
awarded the prestigious School 
Library Association Inspiration 
Award in London. Headmaster, 
David Elstone, was accompanied 
at the awards ceremony by 
Ian Sanderson, architect Clare 
Ailward, former LRC Manager Sue 
Tomlinson and current manager 
Sarah Tenniswood.

Mr Elstone explained that “at a 
time when public libraries are 
closing, Hymers College values 
this type of facility. It has been 
a culmination of eleven years 
hard work and is great to see the 
building being used by so many of 
our students.

For the first time ever, the award 
was shared between 3 schools 
namely Headington School in 
Oxfordshire, the American School of 
Madrid, and Hymers College.

The award is made to the school 
library space that shows inspiration, 
innovation, creativity and 
resourcefulness in its library design 
and in its use. The judges were 
impressed by the strong sense of 

harmony as the LRC’s contemporary 
design exchanges reflections with 
the traditional school buildings. 
More importantly, they appreciated 
and valued our vision of the LRC as 
a community hub – “a superb library 
at the very heart of the school”.

Library Association Inspiration Award

The Learning Resource Centre

Headmaster David Elstone and his team with the SLA Inspiration Award

mailto:contact@englishlanguagetesting.co.uk
http://www.englishlanguagetesting.co.uk
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In late August, while I still had 
time to enjoy reading a daily 
paper, I came across an article 
that not only shocked me, but 
also made me profoundly sad. 
The article was not about civil 
wars wrecking lives or about how 
plastics are destroying marine 
life in our oceans but about 
how ‘the popularity of French 
and German has declined again, 
raising fears that the ability to 
speak a modern foreign language 
is fizzling out.’* As I read on I 
learnt that the total number of 
pupils taking French GCSE had 
fallen by 10 per cent and there 
had been a 13.2 per cent drop 
in the number of pupils taking 
German. Even the number of 
pupils taking Spanish GCSE 
had fallen, albeit by a mere 
1.8 per cent, to 91,040. What 
depressing reading for a sunny 
August morning, especially as 
obtaining a GCSE in a modern 
foreign language is part of the 
requirements for the EBACC.

This article got me questioning 
why there has been a steady 
decline in the learning of 
languages in school and society 
in general. Is it that there is a 
wider range of subjects to choose 
from nowadays? In contrast, a 
GCSE in psychology or theatre 
studies does sound exciting but 
not every school is able to offer 
such a wide range of subjects. 
Could it be because a modern 
foreign language is no longer a 
prerequisite for Oxbridge entry? 
Maybe, but that cannot be 
the whole story. Are languages 
particularly difficult to master? I 
don’t believe they are but there 
does seem to be an assumption 
or perhaps a misconception that 
learning a language is difficult. 

Learning a language is 
no more difficult than 
mastering times tables
I believe that learning a modern 

foreign language is no more 
challenging than mastering 
maths, science or the humanities; 
however, we mustn’t forget 
that as English speakers we 
have it easy because ‘everyone’ 
speaks English so the perceived 
need to learn a language is 
less compelling. In addition, 
the new GCSE and CE papers, 
which are coming soon will once 
again include grammar, prose 
and translation, and for GCSE, 
coursework will no longer be an 
option. These examinations will 
no doubt be challenging and 
a better test of the candidate’s 
abilities as a linguist, but they 
are no more difficult than 
mastering the times tables, 
balancing chemical equations or 
finding the area of a triangle - 
one simply has to learn the rules 
and apply them. 

The rise of technology could 
also be another reason for the 
decrease in the number of pupils 
opting to study a modern foreign 
language today.  Living in the 
digital world, one could be 
forgiven for thinking ‘why bother 
learning a language?’ I’ve seen 
some fantastic apps, which can 
be loaded onto a smart phone – 
you simply speak in to the app 
and it translates exactly what you 
want to say in the language of 
your choice.  

In addition, there are a wide 
range of translation tools and 
apps available and when used 
with care, the results can be 
excellent. However, translation 
tools are only as good as the 
operator. All too often on my 
travels I have seen menus which 
have probably been ‘ Google 
translated’; for example, ‘Souris 
d’agneau’ is most definitely 
not   ‘mouse of lamb’, but ‘lamb 
shank’.  Similarly a ‘ pavé de 
saumon’ is a salmon fillet and 
not a ‘salmon paving slab’!  If 
this can happen when an adult 
who works in the catering 

industry tries to translate a 
menu, just think what could 
happen if an uncritical pupil 
uses Google translate to write an 
article about his or her family?

Technology is not 
simply a good ‘way out’
Despite technological advances 
making communication easier, 
there is still clearly a need to 
learn a modern foreign language 
if only to avoid embarrassing 
gaffes when using technology 
to help communication. 
The younger you are when 
you start to learn a modern 
foreign language the easier 
it is. Language learners who 
started young generally speak 
with a far better accent and 
are significantly less inhibited 
when trying out new sounds; 
in addition, they are less 
questioning and more accepting 
of things that an older pupil 
would consider strange.  A 
favourite question of older 
learners is why do nouns have 
a gender in French? Younger 
learners simply accept that some 
nouns are ‘la’ and some are 
‘le’ and on we can go with the 
lesson. 

This talk of the gender of nouns 
leads me to ponder why French 
is still the most popular modern 
foreign language to learn in the 
UK?  For me, this is a no-brainer 
– France is our nearest neighbour 
and to make learning a language 
truly meaningful we need to 
put it into context. Even in this 
day of affordable and easy air 
travel a school trip to northern 
France remains a joy, not least 
because the whole school party 
can board a coach at school 
and, after travelling through 
the tunnel, alight with teachers’ 
nerves intact at their destination. 
I have to admit to having 
included (initially contre-coeur) 
a day at Euro Disney in a recent 
residential trip to Paris and was 

delighted at being bombarded 
by security announcements and 
Disney songs in French and 
English for the whole day – the 
amount of new language my 
pupils picked up was remarkable.

Of course a trip to Euro Disney, 
despite the bilingual nature 
of the experience, will not 
necessarily open a young person’s 
mind to different cultures, but 
being exposed to and learning 
a modern foreign language will. 
Learning French is one way to 
open children’s eyes to different 
ways of doing things. My Year 
2 French pupils were astounded 
to spot that in French neither 
the days of the week nor the 
months of the year take a capital 
letter and quickly came to terms 
that this was not wrong, just 
different, whilst Year 5 pupils 
have, after considerable debate 
about equality, decided that 
having a formal and an informal 
way of saying ‘you’ is actually 
quite handy.

Learning French in  
a post-Brexit age
Learning French is, in this 
post-Brexit age, more and more 
important and if the take up 
of modern foreign languages 
continues to decline we risk 
isolating ourselves linguistically, 
which, from a business point 
of view, cannot be beneficial. 
So, how can we make learning 
French more engaging in class? 
Judicious use of technology is 
a great way to add variety to a 
language class. 

At Edge Grove, where all pupils 
are equipped with iPads and then 
chrome books in Years 7 and 
8, I have found that text books 
with online interactive activities 
enable pupils to work at their 
own pace. Kahoot quizzes add 
excitement and a degree of 
competition to a lesson and 
Vocab Express is a fantastic way 

Pardon my French? 
Learning French still makes the grade in a digital world, according to 
Penny Taylor, Languages Teacher at Edge Grove School, Hertfordshire...
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of getting even the most 
reluctant pupil engaged in 
vocab learning. These are all 
great ways to engage pupils, 
but we must not forget that 
they still need to listen, speak, 
read and write and that we 
are equipping our pupils to 
communicate with real people 
in real life situations.

Putting pen to paper
Fortunately, teaching and 
learning French in the digital 
age means both teacher and 
pupils have instant access to 
authentic materials and this 
certainly does make learning 
French more engaging. When 
studying Maupassant’s ‘Boule 
de Suif’ my A-Level pupils 
were able to drop pins in 
Google maps to plot the 
heroine’s journey from Rouen 
to Dieppe; Year 6 pupils 
learning about the weather 
can compare the weather at 
school to the actual weather 
in St Tropez in one click 
and Year 8 pupils can, when 
revising their presentations 
on ‘ma famille’, start to 
understand the Belgian 
musician, Stomae’s message 
about growing up without his 
father in his song  ‘Papaoutai’.

The digital age is fascinating 
and something we must 
all embrace, but despite 
the fantastic resources 
now available via apps and 
other technologies, we 
shouldn’t overlook the joy 
and authenticity of pen and 
paper.  Writing letters to pen 
friends overseas are a great 
way to engage with others in 
the real world and will teach 
children the basic principles 
of communication, something 
that should never become 
obsolete.

*Rosemary Bennett. The Times  
August 25 2017

Author Annie Muscutt led an 
imaginative creative writing 
workshop with Year 6 pupils 
from Winterfold House School,  
Worcestershire.

Annie Muscutt, who has been 
a Reception class teacher at the 
school for the last 7 years, first 
started writing as a child but it 
wasn’t until she was a younger 
adult that Mrs Muscott began 
writing more seriously with the 
hope of later publication.  She 
had her first novel ‘Eringuild’, 
an exciting, magical, fantasy 
adventure for older children 
published in the summer of 2016.  
The author’s latest novel ‘The 
Devil Within’ is a thriller set in 
early 20th century Britain in the 
unnoticed countryside.  The novel 
is available in paperback and on 
Amazon Kindle. 

Mrs Muscutt - pictured with pupils 
said “Writing is a creative passion 
of mine and I am delighted 
that my second novel has been 
published”.  I’m pleased to have 
had the opportunity to share 
my writing skills with Winterfold 
pupils. It was great to explain the 
creative process and how a book 
can begin from a few ideas. There 
was some impressive, creative 
thought in brainstorming sessions 
and we explored characters 
and the importance of book 
descriptions in terms of hopefully 
capturing an audience. Both novels 
have served as a useful comparison 
to show different types of writing 
within genres and the possibilities 
for a writer to follow where their 
inspiration takes them”.

Creative 
writing

Wellingborough Preparatory 
School, Northamptonshire, 
has officially opened a brand 
new library with the aim of 
encouraging pupils to enjoy 
reading.

The  new space, inspired by 
the popular computer game 
Minecraft, was renovated earlier in 
response to pupil feedback. Bright 
colours, soft-furnishing and an 
amphitheatre featuring block-style 
seating were all added to the new 
library to make a more immersive 
and engaging space for pupils to 
spend their time.

Additional improvements to the 
library also include new electronic 
equipment, digital screens and 
the installation of pupil artwork 
across the room. The new facility 
also contains a wide variety of 
pupils’ favourite books, as well as 
a collection of board games for 
pupils to play during break times. 

The official opening saw 
Wellingborough School’s Board 
of Governors visit the library to 
celebrate the new facility. Year 
4 pupils were also present at 

the event to speak to governors 
about their favourite parts of the 
library and enjoy a board game 
with them.

The new facility also marks 
the beginning of a period of 
development for the school, 
with the flexible learning and 
modern design having already 
been implemented in classrooms 
to improve pupils’ learning 
experience. 

Sue Knox, Headmistress of 
Wellingborough Preparatory 
School, spoke of the importance 
of the new library, stating: “We 
have been so pleased with the 
reaction to the library from pupils, 
and feel the transformation has 
had an uplifting effect on the 
school. The library was designed 
after listening to feedback from 
our pupils, with emphasis on 
making it a space where they 
can enjoy learning and reading. 
The official opening today has 
marked a positive change within 
the school, and we hope it will 
encourage pupils to embrace the 
library and its facilities”.

New library opens

Pictured: Dr Jonathan Cox, chairman of governors, with pupils
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Pictured: Headmistresses – Gill Richards (2005-2011), Sue Hincks 
(2011 – present day) and Jane Panton (1994-2005).

Pupils at Pocklington Prep School, 
Yorkshire, have a restocked and 
revamped library to enjoy after 
children’s author Clementine 
Beauvais visited to open it.

Prep School teacher Jonathan Ott 
and Pocklington School Librarian 
Angie Edwards spent many months 
selecting a new book list for the 
library, as well as the right shelves 
and furniture to make it welcoming 
and comfortable.

To celebrate the launch of the new 
collection, they invited York-based 
Ms Beauvais to cut the ribbon and 
officially declare the library ready for 
visitors.

Ms Beauvais, author of the Royal 
Babysitters series (aimed at children 

aged 7+), as well as the Sesame 
Seade mystery series (aimed at 
9-11 year-olds) and young adult 
novel Piglettes, talked to pupils in 
assembly about being a writer and 
what inspires her.

She then spent the morning in the 
library signing books, answering 
children’s questions, and making 
bespoke autographs for pupils 
from her own special collection of 
coloured pens and stamps.

Ian Wright, Head of Pocklington 
Prep School, said: “A bright and 
appealing library is vital to foster a 
love for reading in children. It has 
been both a delight and pleasure to 
see our pupils respond to the work 
undertaken to modernise our library 
– and to Ms Beauvais’ visit.

Revamped library opened 
by children’s author

Pictured: Author Clementine Beauvais cuts the ribbon to reopen the Pocklington 
Prep School Library. Also featured: Front L-R: Pocklington Prep School Year Four 
pupils, Anna Stephenson and Thomas Haeney. Back L-R: Head of Pocklington Prep 
School, Mr Ian Wright and Pocklington Prep teacher, Mr Jonathan Ott 

Eric Fairweather, Archivist at Bolton 
School, has written a new book 
which charts the chronological 
history of Bolton School Girls’ 
Division. ‘Pride in the Past; 
Confidence in the Future’ traces the 
genealogy of women’s education 
and the formation of Bolton Day 
School for Girls in 1877, one of the 
first girls’ schools in the country. 
The 140 year history of the School, 
including its merger with the Bolton 
Grammar School for Boys to become 
Bolton School (Girls’ Division and 
Boys’ Division) is told through a 
series of chapters focussing on the 
life and times of the School during 
the tenure of each Headmistress 
from Miss Kean (1877-1880) to 
present day Head Sue Hincks. 

 Reflecting on the writing of the 
book, Mr Fairweather, who is also a 
governor at the School, said: ‘The 
book was produced at the request 
of the Headmistress, Sue Hincks, 
to mark the centenary of the Girls’ 

Division at Chorley New Road in 
2015. It was fascinating to track the 
School’s evolution from its humble 
beginnings in a single room in 
the Bolton Mechanics’ Institution 
to the outstanding School of the 
present day. My research into the 
history of girls’ education was 
particularly interesting in that I had 
not previously been aware that the 
Bolton Day School for Girls, as it 
was first known, was perhaps the 
second oldest girls’ school in the 
North West. Nor did I realise how 
many links there were between 
the School and Newnham College, 
Cambridge. On a lighter note it was 
amusing to think of Miss Richards 
receiving a standing ovation after 
her last assembly, when she roller 
skated out of the Great Hall to “A 
new dawn, a new day, a new life for 
me”, courtesy of Nina Simone!’

The illustrated book can be 
purchased from the Bolton School 
Merchandise web site for £15.00.

Book tells the story 

Poet Laureate, writer, personality, 
documentary maker and 
campaigner Sir John Betjeman 
arrived at Dragon School, Oxford 
100 years ago. At an event to 
celebrate the famous poet, a 
Betjeman Society memorial 
plaque was unveiled by 
headmaster John Baugh.

The wry, comic, schoolboy verse 
of Sir John Betjeman (‘poets never 
write about the dawning when it 
rains’), delighted a large gathering 
of Betjeman Society members for 
their AGM held at the Dragon.

Sir John attended the School 
between 1917 and 1920. The 
Betjeman Society chose to mark the 
popular poet’s formational years at 

the school with the gift of a plaque 
to inspire future generations of 
Dragons ‘to have a go at writing 
poetry’. Sir John’s time at the 
Dragon awakened a lifelong love of 
Oxford, where he later studied and 
which featured often in his poetry 
and prose.

The school has always encouraged 
poetry and creativity. The School 
magazine ‘the Draconian’ published 
his work and he was much praised 
for his performances on the 
stage: from Gilbert and Sullivan 
to Shakespeare. These experiences 
began a life in television, as a 
producer and presenter, and on 
vinyl as he combined music with 
verse. Likewise, as a poet, journalist 
and writer, his collections of poetry 

Betjeman’s schoolboy poems at Centenary

Pictured: Headmaster John Baugh and pupil Charlotte Austen

had unusually broad appeal, some 
selling over 100,000 copies.

John Baugh, Dragon Headmaster 
read a message sent by Tim 
Betjeman, Sir John’s grandson, who 
said: “A lot of my grandfather’s 

love of architecture began here, 

and a lot of his fond boyhood 

memories are stored here. It is a 

great and fitting tribute that he 

should now be formally anchored 

into the brickwork of the Dragon”. 
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Bedford Prep School Year 3 boys 
discovered how fun reading is when 
you are part of the story, with 
Patron of Reading and top author 
Steve Skidmore on hand to guide 
them through their fun session. 

First up, the boys enjoyed a 
highly-entertaining and interactive 
reading from ‘Action Dogs’, which 

Steve describes as ‘Wallace and 
Gromit meets the Thunderbirds’.  
The fun tale was accompanied by 
some acting from the boys and 
even members of staff. 

The boys were then wowed by the 
future of reading as they became 
the heroes of the ‘Two Steves’ new 
online mobile game and book, 
New Star Soccer G-Story. They 
were excited to see their names 
appear in the story, decide the 
twists and turns in the tale, and 
even score a goal. 

Year 4 also got in on the fun, 
with a session by Steve on writing 
superhero stories.

Star of the Story 

Sibford School Oxfordshire pupils 
have boosted their language 
confidence after watching a 
French play.

Pupils in Years 3 – 7 were given 
the opportunity to see an early 
production of a new French play 
when they welcomed actors Sion 
and Laura from Onatti Productions 
to the school.

Set in 1540, ‘Le Château’ tells the 
story of a young English knight 
who has been sent to France to 
find a beautiful French girl to be 
the fourth wife of King Henry VIII. 
Having found the girl, all the knight 
must do is paint her portrait and 

return to England. The problem is, 
he only knows a little French and 
has never painted in his life! 

Dolores Papin, Head of Languages, 
explained: “As a company, Onatti’s 
aim is to boost pupils’ language 
confidence through amusing 
drama. The play was performed in 
French and English but the pupils 
were able to follow the plot and 
recognise many of the French 
words and phrases used. It was a 
fantastic performance and they 
really loved it.”

Onatti Productions are touring ‘Le 
Château’ nationwide until July 2018. 

Sibford’s French connection!

Children’s authors and performers 
came together to put on a free 
literacy festival to bring the magic 
of books and stories to over 400 
children from 14 primary schools 
across inner London as part of 
Beanstalk BookFest.

The event marked the 2nd year of 
the annual Beanstalk BookFest, 
organised by children’s literacy 
charity Beanstalk and held across 
two venues which have been 
provided by Frances Holland School 
in Belgravia and the Chickenshed 
Theatre in Southgate.  Beanstalk 
helps children who struggle with 
their reading by providing trained 
volunteer reading helpers who work 
one-to-one with children in primary 
schools and early years’ settings. 

Each year Beanstalk invites its 
London partner schools to attend 
Beanstalk BookFest, which is always 
generously supported by authors 
and performers who give their 
time to deliver inspiring talks and 
interactive sessions for the children. 
This year children were treated to 
the likes of Alex T Smith, author and 
illustrator of the Claude books and 

Mr Penguin and the Lost Treasure, 
Maz Evans, author of Who Let the 
Gods Out and the sequel Simply 
the Quest, as well as the Really Big 
Pants Theatre Company performing 
their show Suddenly!

Each child also had their Beanstalk 
BookFest completed by receiving 
a book gift, which was generously 
provided by the parents of Frances 
Holland School.

Lucy R Elphinstone, Head Teacher at 
Frances Holland School, said: “Many 
children have never experienced 
the joy of curling up with a book 
and learning of heroes and battles, 
of friendships and curses, of love 
and death.  Beanstalk reaches out 
to those children who might not 
otherwise know the pleasure that 
reading can bring and gives them 
the precious gift of reading.  At 
Francis Holland School, we are 
thrilled to support Beanstalk once 
more in hosting their second 
Beanstalk Children’s Bookfest and 
we hope that many dozens of 
children will discover the wonderful 
world of books.” 

Free book festival for 
primary school children

The Literary Festival at Godolphin 
School, Wiltshire, proved a 
resounding success, attracting 
audiences totalling well over a 
thousand who varied in age from 
nursery children to senior citizens. 

The School was full of aspiring 
feature writers following Giles 
Hattersley’s opening talk.  He 
grabbed everyone’s attention 
with his tales of interviewing 
stars ranging from Mary Berry to 
Ariana Grande in his years as chief 
interviewer at The Sunday Times.  
When the newly appointed 
Features Director of Vogue let slip 
that one of his early interviews 
had been with Justin Bieber, the 
teenagers in the audience sat up, 
and his many anecdotes about 
different celebrities’ behaviour 
amused all ages. 

Tracy Chevalier’s arrival created a 
huge buzz (pictured). Topping the 

bill, the internationally renowned 
novelist is best known for her 
story Girl with a Pearl Earring, 
which was made into a film 
starring Colin Firth and Scarlett 
Johansson, and her talk attracted 
a large audience into Godolphin.  
She discussed her latest book, 
New Boy, a retelling of Othello 
which she has set in a playground 
in 1970s America and reminisced 
about her own primary school 
years in Washington.

The Festival’s last evening 
event was pure entertainment 
with comedy writing duo 
Jason Hazeley and Joel Morris 
explaining the stories behind their 
pastiches of Ladybird Books.  

300 pupils from 13 primary and 
secondary schools in and around 
Salisbury also visited for a full 
schools’ programme.

Literary delights 
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In conversation with Henry Price

Q  Wellington School was founded 180 years 
ago as a boys’ school. Girls were accepted 
in 1972, and it is now an academically 

selective, co-educational school serving around 
600 pupils of whom 20% board. The school’s arms 
consist of one quarter of the Duke of Wellington’s 
arms, dragons for the County of Somerset, and 
an open book representing learning. It has been 
described recently as a ‘solid but not glossy’ school. 
Is this description one you embrace alongside your 
goal of a liberal education?

A  Whilst I see the compliment in this 
description, which captures something of 
the down-to -earth outlook of Wellington, 

I feel it understates the quality of the education 
and environment that we provide. The School 
offers a genuine all-round education with high 
calibre teaching, pastoral care and extra-curricular 
opportunities in some excellent and well-cared 
for facilities. There is certainly an authenticity 
to Wellington, which our families value and we 
are very conscious of the need to spend money 
wisely on projects and people that facilitate the 
all-round education of the pupils. Not that you can 
capture a school in four words, but I think I would 
prefer something like ‘excellent, but not showy’ or 
‘substance, with appropriate style.’

Q  The School’s Chapel was built as a memorial 
to those who fell during the first world war. 
The 37 members of the Wellington School 

community who gave their lives are listed on the 
walls of the Chapel, and each year a pupil from 
each boarding house remembers one former pupil 
specifically, researching how and where they died 
and an individualised poppy is laid in their memory. 
Respect and remembrance – two lasting traditions 
which dovetail perfectly with your wish to instil in 
pupils values which will last a lifetime? 

A  The Memorial Chapel is a wonderful 
building that lies at the heart of our 
community in every sense. It provides a 

place for us to be together, for contemplation and 
for stillness, as well as acting as a daily reminder 
of the past. In schools, education and life more 
generally, a sense of what has gone before is 
crucial in understanding the present and seeing 
the path forwards and I would not argue with 
the importance of respect and remembrance. A 
sense of spirituality and community is clearly felt 
by pupils, parents and staff, which bubbles up 
during Leaver’s Chapel in particular, and in my last 
Speech Day, I referred to Chapel as ‘a borderland 
between the material and the spiritual world and I 
hope that it is a place where you have a chance to 

think about the values that will sustain you in your 
personal and working lives and that you might 
take these three ‘R’s with you – the importance of 
resilience – of taking responsibility and, above all, 
of valuing relationships.’

Q  You studied Literae Humaniores at Oxford 
University - the honours course in classics, 
philosophy, and ancient history - before 

heading off to Australia as the Classics Fellow at 
Sydney Grammar School. What did you learn from 
your time down under, and were there aspects of 
the Australian education system you feel could 
usefully be imported back here?

A  I started teaching at Sydney Grammar 
School just four weeks after finishing my 
finals and I learned that teaching is not as 

easy as it looks. There were some supremely bright 
boys at the School and I had to work hard keep up 
with them. I was privileged to be given a chance 
to teach in such a good school when I had so little 
experience and I learned a lot from sympathetic 
colleagues on how to teach, how to coach and 
how to manage teenage boys. I am not an expert 
on the Australian education system, but fewer 
examinations at 16 stands out and the benefits 
of an outdoor lifestyle (as long as you remember 
to ‘slip, slap, slop’). What I took most from my 18 
months was a benchmark of very high standards in 
and out of the classroom and my first experience of 
a busy day school after being a boarder myself. 

Q  Pupil well-being has been at the forefront 
of school agendas for many years, but 
perhaps more so recently in the light 

of increasing concerns about mental health in 
general and the pressures of social media on 
teenagers in particular. Some schools now make 
efforts to restrict the use of smartphones etc., 
and are trying to emphasise the positives of 
JOMO (Joy of Missing Out) against the negatives 
of FOMO (Fear of Missing Out). How are you 
approaching these challenges?

A  We have an active pupil-led E-welfare 
committee run by pupils with input from 
staff. We have had phone-free days and 

have removed access to phones for Years 7&8 
during the school day. We have an E-welfare 
evening at the end of the month to share strategies 
amongst parents as this is an area that must work 
jointly between home and school. There is no easy 
solution, but I would argue that as adults, we need 
to set an example and reiterate the need for face to 
face conversations and human interactions. Just 
as adults have always set boundaries on what to 

Born: 1973
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Bertie 8, Monty 5)
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eat, bedtimes, manners and much else, so too it 
is possible to set boundaries around technology 
and its use. We must remind our children and 
ourselves to slay the fear of missing out if we 
disconnect for a while and we must remind our 
children and ourselves that we should not feel 
inadequate when we see an airbrushed, snapshot 
of other people’s lives on social media. We all 
know that our idyllic family shot of Christmas 
does not necessarily tell the whole story of what 
has happened before and afterwards!

Q  Is Brexit going to present a problem of 
teacher recruitment and make the UK 
less attractive to boarding pupils from 

overseas? If it is, what steps can be taken to 
mitigate?

A  Despite the best efforts of the 
Government, there is a looming crisis 
with teacher recruitment, which is not 

related to Brexit, though anything which dilutes 
the attractiveness of working in the UK will 
exacerbate this. I believe that the independent 
sector is slightly better placed to keep recruiting 
good teachers, but I would like to see the 
profession as whole trusted and lauded to a 
greater degree. 

In terms of boarding pupils, the weaker pound 
has been beneficial and the removal of students 
from immigration numbers is important. I would 
see Brexit as less of an issue than the growth of 
UK independent schools overseas, potentially 
reducing the flow of international pupils to the 
UK. For a true experience, however, international 
pupils will keep coming to good schools in the 
UK for a while longer. The key for me is remaining 
affordable for our UK families for which we 
need economic strength and no political 
surprises around VAT, business rate relief or other 
costs, which will only drive up fees and have a 
significant wider impact on the local economy 
and education. 

Q  The accuracy, or rather inaccuracy, of 
exam marking and the whole issue of 
re-grades has damaged the reputation 

of GCSEs and A-levels amongst parents, pupils, 
and employers, leave alone teaching staff. 
What is your view on how the system could 
or should be improved to restore confidence? 
Are you considering the IB or other options for 
Wellington?

A  There are too many examinations, 
particularly at GCSE, so I would reduce 
these. Despite some controversy, there 

is a need to keep teachers at the heart of the 
setting and marking process to ensure that every 
syllabus is relevant and interesting as it is vital 
that we inspire a love of learning in pupils that 
they can take with them into their long lives 
ahead. Ultimately, there is a bigger picture about 
the need to move away from examinations, 
league tables and teaching to the test and 
value to a far greater degree the lessons learned 
beyond the classroom; the soft skills which will 
really help our pupils in the future at work and at 
home. We are not considering IB at Wellington, 
but are considering one or two BTEC courses with 
a more vocational and modular edge to them, 
since the return to linearity at A Level.

Q  There has been much focus of late on the 
sharing of independent school facilities 
with the state sector and the wider 

community; your Princess Royal Sports Complex 
already shares a range of top-class sports 
facilities. What do you make of the idea that 
teaching resource should similarly be shared, 
partly as a way of maintaining viable class sizes 
in less popular subjects?

A  The sharing of teaching resource is a 
sensible and sound way of reducing 
cost, developing expertise and providing 

access to fringe subjects. Many schools do this 
effectively and there are good partnerships 
between state and independent schools. There 
are, however, practical and logistical issues of 
dovetailing timetables and in simple terms, 
proximity is a good starting point. We do not 
have such a formal arrangement at Wellington, 
though we are part of a Physics teaching 
partnership. In addition, there are numerous 
other initiatives in local schools such as the 
teaching of Latin by our staff and pupils: the 
coaching of singing in preparation for our huge 
‘Come and Sing’ event involving 50 schools; and 
passing on fitness training and skills coaching 
from our Sport and Wellbeing Department. 

Q  Wellington’s last ISI inspection - 
conducted in the year you joined the 
school - advocated changes to the time 

devoted to the teaching of PHSE. How did you 
address this, and how have you monitored the 
results of your actions?  

A  One key response was the development 
of our Sport and Wellbeing Department, 
which has evolved PE lessons into 

something much more innovative and covers 
about a quarter of the PSHEE syllabus in Years 

7 – 11. We also have one-off days and lectures, 
in addition to a newly-created slot every 
Wednesday morning designated solely to PSHEE. 
There is always more that can be done, but we are 
confident that we have improved our provision 
and are leading the way with our approach to 
physical literacy and wellbeing in particular.  

Q  The Wellington CCF is thriving. Apart 
from the usual range of activities and 
opportunities offered, your cadets 

can also complete the BTEC Level 2 Diploma 
in Uniformed Public Services and Institute of 
Leadership and Management qualifications. 
What do these extra dimensions add to the CCF 
experience, and would you advocate them to 
other school CCFs?

A  The CCF is one of the many jewels in 
the crown at Wellington, sustained by 
committed staff and volunteers, but 

also by a really strong word of mouth from the 
boys and girls who thoroughly enjoy it. There 
is real pride and healthy rivalry between the 
three sections and it is one of the best areas of 
school life in developing leadership, as well as 
teamwork, resilience, and more. Positions of 
responsibility for the pupils are important and 
it is a real pleasure to see older pupils leading 
and teaching the younger cadets on a regular 
basis. The BTEC is offered to Year 12 pupils 
and encourages a deeper consideration of 
leadership and service, but I would argue that it 
is the unmeasured elements of the experience 
that are far more valuable.

Q  Who, or what, inspired you to get into 
teaching? Do you still teach?  

A  Nick Milner-Gulland, my Prep School 
Headmaster and Latin teacher inspired 
me, though I have been lucky to be 

taught by and work alongside many superb 
teachers since. I do still teach and use phrases 
he taught me in the classroom today, such as 
‘Fish Chipsque’ and I have always tried to be 
firm, fair and funny as a teacher, just as he 
was. Nick emanated a strong sense of values, 
particularly the connection between privilege 
and responsibility and I hope that I have retained 
the instincts of a Schoolmaster in my role as 
Headmaster. 

Henry Price has been head of 
Wellington School, Somerset, 
since 2014. He previously 
worked at Sydney Grammar 
School, Sherborne and Rugby.
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It’s free, and it works. Organisers 
regularly report 30% of visitors 

hearing of events through 
WhereCanWeGo.com. 

In one recent month, for example – 427,248 
visitors in 13,775 towns and villages made 

1,669,386 searches and saw 25,040,790 event 
announcements. Plus the Googlebot visits several 

times a day and will quickly notice your events. 

Kent College welcomed three 
nationally acclaimed guests: 
Natasha Devon MBE, Nicholas 
McCarthy and Dr Barry Hymer, 
to speak to students, teachers, 
governors and parents. 

At the school’s annual Birthday 
lecture, musician Nicholas 
McCarthy, spoke about his life and 
played some pieces, including his 
own arrangement of Rachmaninov’s 
Prelude in G minor, Opus 23, no 5. 

Nicholas overcame adversity to 
become the youngest left-handed 
pianist to graduate from the Royal 
College of Music. He was born 
without his right hand and only 
began to play the piano at the late 
age of 14.  

Nicholas was joined on stage by 
Dr Barry Hymer, the UK’s leading 
expert on Growth Mindset, a 

concept developed by Stamford 
professor Carol Dweck. Growth 
Mindset centres on the concept 
that intelligence is not ‘fixed’, 
but can be ‘grown’. Kent College 
has adopted this principal in its 
teaching, encouraging pupils to 
learn through perseverance and not 
to be afraid of failure.

The following day, Kent College was 
delighted to hear from mental health 
champion, Natasha Devon MBE, as 
part of their annual Resilience Day. 
Through a range of videos, statistics 
and anecdotes, Natasha delivered an 
engaging and evocative presentation 
on topics such as body image and 
exam stress.

These events formed part of an 
inspiring programme of speakers 
open to pupils and the wider Kent 
College community.

Inspiring guests 

Pictured: Top Row – Head Girl Team – Isla Cain, Francesca Reali and Eloise Norman; 
Second Row – Dr Barry Hymer, head Ms Julie Lodrick, Nicholas McCarthy and Mr Nik 
Pears (Head of the Prep at Kent College)

Year 6 at Dragon School, 
Oxfordshire, achieved something 
extraordinary last term when in 
one hour they swam the length of 
the English Channel, 1,416 lengths 
of the pool, to raise funds to airlift 
rhinos to safety.

David Murray of ‘Rhinos Without 
Borders’ visited Dragon School, 
Oxford, showing the children 
dramatic images of how the 
charity airlift rhinos from areas 
of poaching in South Africa to 
protected areas in Botswana. To 
raise awareness and money for the 
charity, Year 6 completed an epic 
sponsored swim.

Rhino poaching threatens to make 
rhinos extinct within ten years. 
Certain species have already all 
but disappeared – there is only 
one male northern white rhino 
left, and all rhino species are 
now declining to critically low 
numbers. Poaching is fuelled by 

the mistaken belief that rhino horn 
has medicinal properties and horns 
are removed without injuring the 
rhino – in fact the horn has no 
more medicine than a fingernail 
and rhinos are killed brutally by 
heavily armed gangs.

Rhinos Without Borders undertake 
a complex operation to move 
each rhino: the team include 
vets who keep the rhino calm, 
using sedatives, a blindfold and 
ear plugs. The Botswana miltary 
provide a Hercules transport plane, 
and a Vietnam Huey helicopter 
carries sedated rhinos the last 
few miles to secret and closely 
monitored locations in the vastness 
of northern Botswana. So far they 
have translocated 77 rhinos and 
hope to airlift 100, to establish 
a breeding population that can 
survive the current onslaught 
on rhino populations, a kind of 
Noah’s ark.

Swim for rhinos 

Britain’s family & community what’s on guide  
Since 2005, over 80,000 organisers have posted 850,000 events
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Conference date
Milton Abbey School in Dorset 
is hosting a full day conference 
for pupils, parents and staff on 
the wellbeing and mental health 
issues facing young people today.   
Tickets are available for teachers 
from other schools. 

Milton Abbey Head Master, Magnus 
Bashaarat is dedicating a full day 
out of the school calendar to talk 
about mental health well-being. 

He said ‘Young people’s mental 
and emotional wellbeing is seldom 
out of the news. As parents and 
educators we are all too aware 
of the pressures and difficulties 
facing teenagers who are trying 
to cope with the relatively new 
phenomenon of 24/7 social media 

and the reality of their day to day 
lives being constantly ‘shared’ and 
commented upon.  Whilst long 
term research has yet to be done 
on the impact of this, the short 
term impact is there for all to see.’  

Running throughout the day 
there will be an ‘Adults’ and a 
‘Students’ programme. Pupils, 
parents and teachers will hear 
from leading expert healthcare 
professionals and engage in panel 
discussions, presentations and 
workshops across a wide range 
of pertinent topics including: 
Self-Harm & Eating Disorders; 
Sex, Love & Relationships; Social 
media; and Mental health, 
Depression & Anxiety. 

Courageous Conversations Conference
Thursday 8 March 9am to 4.30pm - Milton Abbey School, Dorset 
Register at icaadevents.com - £95 general admission, full day pass.  
Concessions for Students/Statutory/Voluntary.

Children’s mental health 
– free new resources for teachers
YoungMinds, children and young people’s mental health charity, have 
launched their new 360° Schools’ Community, a free resource on mental 
health and wellbeing for all teachers across the UK.

There is currently a mental health crisis for children and young people 
– three children in every classroom has a diagnosable mental health 
condition – and the charity believes that teachers can have a huge impact 
in helping young people by identifying problems early, and building 
resilience. Many teachers already do good work in building resilience and 
promoting wellbeing in their classrooms, but for others, knowing what to 
do can be extremely difficult.

YoungMinds’ new 360° Schools’ Community is responding to this gap by 
providing bi-monthly emails packed full of resources, advice, tips, blogs, 
lesson plans and case studies to every teacher and school professional who 
signs up. The community will also provide a place for teachers to share 
content and best practice such as their own coping strategies or things that 
might have worked particularly well for them in the classroom.

Hannah Kinsey, Head of Training at YoungMinds, said: “We know that 
teachers are under a huge amount of pressure from all directions. While 
they often want to support young people’s mental health, it can feel 
daunting if you don’t know how to start or where to find information. 

“That’s why we’ve made the 360° Schools’ Community, so that all teachers 
need to do is sign up to receive our interactive and informative resources 
into their inboxes. We hope that the schools’ community will make 
teachers feel a little bit more equipped to help if they notice that one of 
their students is acting a bit differently, and to make mental health and 
wellbeing a rewarding and core part of their teaching.”

The charity has been working with schools over the last 25 years, 
providing high quality, impactful training to professionals. Since last 
March, they have also been campaigning for a rebalance of the education 
system to prioritise wellbeing, which gained the support of many teachers 

– 71% of teachers said that they would welcome a duty on schools to 
promote wellbeing.

The e-newsletters will be sent every two months, and feature a range 
of blogs, videos, teaching resources, case studies and the opportunity 
to share best practice. 

To sign up to the 360° Schools’ Community, visit:  
youngminds.org.uk/360schoolscommunity

http://www.youngminds.org.uk/360schoolscommunity
mailto:ads@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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We need to talk about risk
Academics from Newcastle University recently suggested 
that boys and girls should not be  allowed to play contact 
rugby, citing the risk of concussion and the longer-term 
problems that this could cause. It seems reasonable of 
course to take action in the interests of the health and 
well-being of our children. But the question of whether we 
allow contact in youth rugby leads to a wider-ranging and 
important debate about the level of risk we are prepared 
to let our children take. Headmaster of Abingdon School, 
Oxfordshire, Michael Windsor reflects...
Let’s deal with the issue of rugby 
first. This is a sport that is thriving 
nationally and we are fortunate 
to have a particularly strong club 
and school scene in the Oxford 
area. Undoubtedly the sport does 
carry some risk but this is hugely 
outweighed by the benefits it 
brings, which are particularly 
valuable in a time where obesity is 
on the rise. It’s been really exciting 
to see the growth in the number 
of people, and especially girls, 
playing rugby in recent years and it 
would be a real shame if this were 
to be reversed in response to the 
Newcastle research. 

Rugby has changed significantly in 
its approach for younger players. 
The game that our children play 
is very different from the one that 

we see on our screens during the 
Six Nations. The changes made to 
youth rugby put the emphasis on 
skills and safety rather than physical 
power. For instance, scrummaging 
is introduced in a phased approach 
that ensures that we no longer 
see weaker or smaller packs being 
marched backwards down the field 
at a dangerous pace. 

Contact is introduced gradually 
so that by the time players are 
involved at a senior level, they have 
had the chance to learn the skills 
that will allow them to tackle in a 
safer way. Far more sensible and 
rigorous protocols are now in place 
to prevent and treat concussion. 
Perhaps most importantly, the 
training offered to coaches and 
teachers is considerably more 

professional and serious that it ever 
used to be.

Concussion is scary and can have 
very significant consequences. But 
I see the response of the RFU as a 
good example of managed risk, an 
approach that is echoed in schools 
today in many different areas. 
Although we love to pour scorn 
on the myths of health and safety 
gone mad, of conkers being banned 
in the playground, in reality I think 
teachers recognise that pupils do 
need to take risks sometimes in the 
interests of personal development. 

Anyone who has seen the growth 
in confidence in a pupil who 
has just completed her Duke 
of Edinburgh expedition or 
completed his first solo climb can 
bear witness to the huge benefit 

that overcoming challenge and risk 

brings to young people. 

Adolescents are by their nature 

risk-takers, as they work out the 

world for themselves and challenge 

the rules that have been passed on 

to them by their elders. I would far 

rather they indulged their appetite 

for risk in an environment that 

is controlled and fundamentally 

safe. Indeed, we need to see that 

dreaded phrase ‘health and safety’ 

as a concept of enablement, an 

approach that simply allows our 

young people to live their lives to 

the full in as safe a way as possible. 

We will never be able to remove 

risk from the lives of young people. 

Let’s embrace it, manage it and 

then watch our children thrive. 

The Westward School, Surrey, 
90th birthday celebrations were 
brought to a close with the 
creation of a Time Capsule stored 
within the roof eaves and not to 
be opened until 2107.

The children came up with their 
own ideas as to what should go 
in the Capsule.  The selection of 
items included: uniform, ball, 
bag, pencils and pens, Code of 
Conduct, a library book, and a 
copy of Westward Times (the 
School newsletter). 

The celebrations began back 
in July with the Westward 
community gathering together 
in the Ferndale Theatre at Notre 

Dame School to host a party 
celebrating all that is great about 
the School.  

Head teacher, Mrs Shelley 
Stevenson, once a Westward pupil 
herself, recalled standing outside 
the Westward front door, age 
4, on her first day and how she 
could never have imagined that 
one day she would be teaching 
the children of pupils she went 
to school with. She explained: 
“Westward has been part of my 
life for many years and I feel 
incredibly proud to be carrying on 
the good work with my teaching 
team in a School that began in 
1927.”

Time capsule stored in loft

Pictured: The time capsule

Pictured: (left) Mrs Jane Williams 
(deputy head); (centre) Mrs Patricia 
Townley (former owner); and (right) 

Mrs Shelley Stevenson at the school’s 
pre-Christmas birthday celebration
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A Matter of Life and Death – based on Powell and Pressburger’s 1946 
film – was the  second of  three joint productions  last month (January) 
from senior students at Abingdon School and St Helen and St Katharine 
School in Oxfordshire.

Audiences were treated to an evocative set and a talented 22-strong 
cast in an adaptation that combined whimsical humour with thoughtful 
reflections on the nature of life and death.

Thoughtful production

The Benenden School, Kent,  
Symphony Orchestra performed at 
Drapers’ Hall, London, in a joint 
concert between the School and the 
English-Speaking Union (ESU), an 
international educational charity.

Tasmin Little, one of the ESU’s 
most widely known music scholars, 
performed as part of the ESU 
centenary celebrations to honour the 
founding of the charity in 1918. The 
Symphony Orchestra of Benenden 
School appeared in celebration of 
the School’s 95th anniversary.

The concert featured a varied 
programme which included 
pieces by Vivaldi, Mozart, Haydn 
and Rossini, as well as a piece 

composed by former Benenden 
pupil Grace Young.

Benenden Headmistress Samantha 
Price said: “We are honoured 
that our Symphony Orchestra 
performed with Tasmin Little in 
such magnificent surroundings. 
Benenden and the English-Speaking 
Union both focus on advancing the 
aspirations of young people, and 
our collaboration for this concert 
was the ideal way to celebrate 
our respective anniversaries and 
combined success. Music is integral 
to all that we do at Benenden. We 
are committed to not just helping 
pupils to reach the very highest 
standards of performance but also 
to widening participation in music.”

Joint concert

Pictured (l-r): former ESU Director-General Valerie Mitchell; Samantha Price; current 
ESU Director-General Jane Easton; Tasmin Little and her mother Jilly

When the BAFTA-nominated film 
‘Darkest Hour’ was released in the 
UK last month (January), Sibford 
School, Oxfordshire, pupil, Paige 
Godman, was finally able to share 
a secret.

The 15-year-old, who has been a 
pupil at the school since 2011, had 
been selected to play a refugee 
in the movie, which stars Gary 
Oldman as Winston Churchill. 
However, her contract kept her 
from speaking about it until 
the film had debuted in British 
Cinemas. 

“It was an amazing experience,” 
said Paige. “Having been selected 
at audition, I was invited to go 
to London for costume fitting, 
hair and make-up. This was really 
exciting and made me feel really 
professional.

“We did the actual filming at an 
airbase near Bicester. I had to 
wake up at 5am and start filming 
at 6am so it was an exhausting 

day but thoroughly enjoyable, even 
if it did involve a lot of takes and 
patience to film our scene.”

Paige, who wants to be a 
professional actor in the future, 
is no stranger to the stage. Last 
year she appeared as Anne Frank 
in Sibford School’s production of 
‘Cabaret’ and next month she stars 
as the Lady of the Lake when the 
school presents the Monty Python 
musical ‘Spamalot’.

Secret finally out of the bag!

Pictured: Paige as Anne Frank in Sibford School’s special production of Cabaret which 
also incorporated excerpts from the Diary of Anne Frank and Arbeit Macht Frei

http://www.blackcatmusic.co.uk
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A little bit of ballroom glamour came to Bancroft’s School, Essex, 
when ex “Strictly Come Dancing” professional dancer Robin Windsor 
came along to lead pupils and some staff at the Woodford Green 
school in a Ballroom and Latin workshop. Sadly there were no fake 
tans or sequins on display.

The group began with learning basic moves to the cha-cha, which 
is the first dance the “Strictly” celebs learn.  The pace slowed down 
when they moved onto the waltz. By now it was evident that some 
of the group weren’t over confident with telling their left from their 
right foot but all progressed well enough when moving in a straight 
line.  However, when they were asked to move round the room in a 

circle things became a little more confusing and the scene started to 
resemble pier-end Dodgems! The final dance for the afternoon was 
the most complex and athletic: the Charleston. The routine taught 
was based on one Robin Windsor had choreographed for “Strictly”; 
it was fast and furious and included moves such as the interestingly 
named “scuff”. 

After an hour or so of dancing, even at this quite basic level, it was 
easy to see why the celebrities all seem to drop the kilos, especially 
when some are rehearsing 12 hours a day.  Dances learnt and it was 
time for a little competition.  In pairs dancers were asked first to cha-
cha and then waltz with Robin Windsor judging the winners.

Strictly dance

Farlington School, Sussex, senior girls, under the direction and guidance 
of Director Emma Spires, presented ‘Cluedo’ – a totally devised show. 

The play was based on the old Christmas board-game staple, Cluedo, 
which saw Miss Scarlett, Colonel Mustard, et al, brought to technicolor 
1920s life. 

This was not a realistic detective ‘Whodunnit’: it was instead a  
parody of one. It took the idea of stock characters and brought 
caricatures to  life. 

It was a marriage of comedy and murder in the best tradition of 
British sophisticated comedy.

Cluedo brought to life

Derby Grammar School’s Drama Competition theme was ‘Comedy Sketches’. 

Over the years a variety of literary masterpieces have been showcased, 
from Shakespeare to Ian Fleming. This year it was decided to do 
something a little different and focus on comedy.

Scenes were acted from Fry and Laurie, the Two Ronnies, Goodness 
Gracious Me and Monty Python, amongst others.

The task of judging fell to Hayley Simpson, the LAMDA teacher at Derby 
Grammar School. She said: “Comedy is very difficult to pull off. It’s all 
about being clear, your timing and keeping a straight face while the 
audience is laughing. 

Comedy turns
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A talented cast brought to life 
all the heavy-duty irony of 
Oh! What a Lovely War, in the 
latest drama production at St 
Benedict’s School, London.

This theatrical chronicle of the 
carnage of the First World War 
(first performed in 1963 under 
the direction of Joan Littlewood) 
is told through songs, short 
episodic scenes and documents 
of the period, and is no ordinary 
piece. The cast rose to the 
challenge of balancing irony 
and bitter truths with music-hall 
comedy and singing.

With over 100 different 
characters, the play was 
written for a multi-role cast. 
The performers showed their 
versatility by switching rapidly 
between lower ranks, officers, 
and civilians, showing a range 
of perspectives from all the 
nations involved in the conflict. 
Sylvia Pankhurst’s appeal for the 
world to come to its senses, and 
her words – “We are killing off 
slowly but surely the best of the 

male population” – contrasted 
starkly with Sir Douglas Haig’s 
determination to continue 
sending thousands of men to  
the front.  

The show closed with a reprise 
of “And when they ask us, how 
dangerous it was, Oh, we’ll never 
tell them, no, we’ll never tell 
them”, the beguiling sweetness 
of the music contrasting with 
a backdrop of final, sobering 
statistics: 10 million dead, 21 
million wounded, 7 million 
missing.

It was directed by Head of Drama 
Katie Ravenscroft.

War’s futility laid bare

More than 200 pupils took to the 

stage for the Dauntsey School, 

Wiltshire, 2018 Lower School 

Dance Show. The programme 

included a huge variety of dance 

styles, showcasing the talents 

and versatility of the pupils. The 

audience enjoyed contemporary, 

ballet, street dance and jazz to 

name but a few.

This year’s theme was Planet 

Earth and some dances took 

inspiration from different 

countries, exploring caves, under 

the sea and prey versus predator.   

Emily Wilkins, Dauntsey’s Teacher 

of Dance, said: “Parents, teachers 

and pupils alike were amazed by 
the enthusiasm of all the dancers 
and the professionalism with 
which the Lower School took to 
the stage. There was a real buzz 
from the audience, who were 
particularly supportive and it was 
fantastic to see so many pupils up 
on stage having so much fun!”

There are many opportunities to 
enjoy dance at Dauntsey’s and 
classes are open to all pupils, 
both boys and girls, experienced 
dancers and those who are new 
to this discipline. Dance clubs 
include street, musical theatre, 
jazz, ballet, cheerleading, 
contemporary and tap.

Dance spectacular
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Kingham Hill School, Oxfordshire, 
music department and pupils 
welcomed international opera 
star Simon Keenlyside CBE for a 
vocal masterclass.

Mr Keenlyside has been 
performing opera across the 
globe since the late 1980s and 
has joined the Vienna State 
Opera, the Royal Opera House 
and Metropolitan Opera in New 
York for some of their biggest 
works. He brought his wealth of 
knowledge and experience to the 
masterclass which saw six pupils 
from Years 7 to 12 singing solo 
or duet pieces accompanied by 
Head of Music Dan Chambers.

Kingham Hill pupils sang a 
variety of operatic arias including 
‘La ci darem la mano’, ‘O mio 
babbino caro’, and ‘Sebben, 
crudele’. Each singer then had 
the opportunity to speak with Mr 
Keenlyside and get expert advice 
on vocal technique and feedback 
on their performances.

Mr Mark Glanville, peripatetic  
vocal teacher, said of having 

Mr Keenlyside at the school; 

“Simon is one of the outstanding 

classical singers of his 

generation, acclaimed equally 

as a superlative opera singer 

who brings the detail of a great 

theatrical actor to his roles, 

and as one of the foremost 

recital singers of our day. These 

qualities make him the ideal 

person to pass on a vast reservoir 

of experience and knowledge 

to the next generation. It was a 

privilege to have Simon give a 

masterclass at Kingham Hill.”

Outstanding singer 
gives star masterclass 

Global street dance sensation 
Flawless put students through 
their paces during a high energy 
masterclass at King’s Ely School, 
Cambridgeshire.

Around 40 dance-loving King’s 
Ely Junior and King’s Ely Senior 
students found their groove 
during the fun-filled two-and-
a-half-hour masterclass in the 
school’s Hayward Theatre.

Flawless were founded by 
Marlon “Swoosh” Wallen in 
2004 and went public in 2005. 
Since starring on Britain’s Got 
Talent in 2009, and as well as 
becoming a household name, 
they have appeared in smash 
hit movies Street Dance 3D 
1 and 2, headlined for the 
Royal Family performing at 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Concert alongside Kylie Minogue, 
performed for the Opening 

Ceremony of the Paralympics, 
heated things up with the 
BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing 
professionals, and made history 
collaborating with the exceptional 
English National Ballet.

Director of Drama and Theatre at 
King’s Ely, Nick Huntington, who 
organised the masterclass, said: 
“Flawless is one of the premier 
dance collectives in the world and 
to see our students enjoying such 
a fantastic, high octane workshop, 
alongside a small crew from 
Sarah Baker’s Funk It Up Dance 
group, was really something 
special. It was a great end to our 
masterclass season here at King’s 
Ely, which will be back next term 
with workshops covering Theatre 
of Cruelty, Masterclass goes to 
the Ballet (Matthew Bourne’s 
Cinderella), Stage Combat and 
Musical Theatre.”

Sensational energy

http://www.independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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Prayer book 
society expands 
to include schools
A recruitment drive to boost support 
for the Prayer Book Society (PBS) 
through corporate membership by 
churches which use The Book of 
Common Prayer (BCP) now has been 
expanded to embrace schools.

In addition to more than 90 
churches which have signed up 
for membership, the society has 
just added the first school to its 
corporate membership list and 
expects to announce soon that 
others have joined.

The new member is Winchester 
College, Hampshire.

Since the ’seventies – when it was 
feared that liturgical reform and 
use of contemporary forms of 
worship in the Church of England 
would result in the 1662 Book 
of Common Prayer falling into 
disuse – the PBS has been working 
to encourage rediscovery and use 
of it at the heart of the Church of 
England’s worship.

The Prayer Book, which continues 
to be the Church of England’s 
official standard of teaching, is used 
regularly by Winchester College.

• The Rev Dr Simon Thorn, the 
school’s dean of chapel, joined 
the PBS as an individual member 
in 2009 while a theological 
student at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon near Oxford. A BCP 

enthusiast, Dr Thorn and his wife 
Rachel opted for the marriage 
service in the 1662 BCP for their 
wedding. 

• Dr Thorn and fellow chaplain 
members of the PBS led a 
number of workshops on use of 
the BCP at this year’s National 
Conference of School Chaplains 
in Liverpool.                

• Now, with the encouragement 
of pupils who favour the Prayer 
Book’s traditional language, 
he hopes to reinstate it for 
some of the school’s said Holy 
Communion services following 
its abolition in favour of 
Common Worship five years ago. 
Already the BCP is in regular use 
by pupils who attend Matins in 
one of the two college chapels 
on alternate Sundays as well as 
the midweek Choral Evensong. 
This service, held every Tuesday 
in term-time, is open to the 
public and is regularly broadcast 
on BBC Radio 3. 

• The dean of chapel also uses an 
Advent collect from the BCP for 
the annual Winchester Christmas 
radio broadcast on Classic FM. 

For more than a decade Winchester 
College pupils have competed 
with hundreds of schoolchildren 
across the country to win prizes 
in the PBS Cranmer Awards, the 

prestigious annual contest for 
young people who memorise and 
speak passages from the BCP. In 
2014, the senior college prefect 
won the competition which raised 
its profile within the school. 

‘Our boys have no problem with the 
language and poetry of the Prayer 
Book,’ says Dr Thorn. ‘Indeed, they 
relish its beauty and dignity.’

He added: ‘We regularly welcome 
visitors to the college and now 
make a point of telling them why 
we have joined the PBS and the 
benefits both to our pupils and the 
society itself.’

Currently benefits include special 
discounts on bulk orders of Prayer 

Books and other publications 
available from the PBS, as well 
as free copies of a new glossary 
produced to assist pupils’ 
understanding of The Book of 
Common Prayer.

The society also offers schools 
advice on speakers – including 
academics, clergy and ordinands – 
and provides copies of its regular 
publications.

To contact the Prayer Book 
Society’s office at The Studio, 
Copyhold Farm, Lady Grove,  
Goring Heath, Reading RG8 7RT, 
call 0118 984 2582, email  
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk or visit 
www.pbs.org.uk

Pictured: At the London and Southwark Diocesan Heat of the 2018 Cranmer Awards are the senior winner and finalist 
David Gordon Dixon (left) of the Royal Russell School and the junior finalist Aiden Callahan of Highgate School

Ballard School, Hampshire, has become the first location in the country 
to host England’s U16 and U18 Futsal Trials aside from the National 
English Futsal Headquarters in St George’s Park.   

Futsal is an increasingly popular indoor sport, similar to Football, 
performed on a hard court and with a smaller ball. Run in the multi-
purpose Sportshall at Ballard School, the national trials were open to 
students and young people.

Futsal is played between teams of five players, one of whom is the 
goalkeeper. Due to its difference in the surface, ball and rules, Futsal 
creates an emphasis on improvisation, creativity, and technique; qualities 
which Ballard School seeks to develop amongst its students.

Following the success of the trials, Ballard School is discussing plans for 
the development of the sport to encourage more children and young 
adults to take up the unusual and challenging game. 

Alastair Reid, Headmaster, said:“We’re thrilled to be the first ever school 
to host U16 and U18 National Futsal trials. It was a great honour to 
welcome talented young people and see some of our own students 
participate. 

Justin Whitbread, Director of Sport adds:“Futsal is a growing sport in 
England and we want to encourage more youngsters to take up this 
activity. We are hoping that in a few years we’ll create a real Futsal hub 
in the South of England and promote this sport amongst our students.”

First to host England National Futsal trials

mailto:pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk
http://www.pbs.org.uk
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£100 OFF your D1 if you book before
February 28th 2018

* Booking to be made and paid for in full before the 28th February 2018 for o�er to apply

Our unique service is the reason we are the UK’s No1!

Castle arrange everything:

No need to chase your staff. Castle handles all time management 
and staff correspondence for you

Candidate Management
Theory
Practical

Training provided by our highly qualified instructors with full PCV manual 
license holder category D as well as being ADI (Approved Driving 
Instructors) with 90% pass rate, twice the national average

Only 2 days out of school, saving you an average of £900 on support 
staff
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Funded by the Education and 
Skills Funding Agency and 
operated by the Learning Alliance 
Academy Trust, Lynch Hill is a 
1,140-place academy free school 
campus specialising in science, 
technology, engineering and 
maths. In recognition of its 
success, the project has already 
been shortlisted for five industry 
awards.

Constructed by principal 
contractor McAvoy, the three-
storey, 8750m2 building is an 
exemplar offsite education 
project which has a design 
inspired by the world-leading 
Harvard Business School. The 
use of a McAvoy offsite solution 
reduced the build programme 
to just 53 weeks and helped to 
address the issue of restricted 
access to the brownfield site. 

Around 65 per cent of the 
building’s construction was 
completed offsite and the 146 
steel-framed modules were 

installed with doors, windows, 
ironmongery, internal walls, 
plumbing, electrics and joinery 
already in place. 

Gillian Coffey, Executive Head 
Teacher at the Lynch Hill 
Enterprise Academy said, “This new 
academy has been developed to 
address a severe shortfall in school 
places in Slough. The facilities 
are terrific and the children are 
enjoying a fantastic new learning 
environment and the benefits of 
cutting edge design. The building 
works very well to optimise the 
space, to provide excellent acoustic 
performance and high levels of 
natural light, and to futureproof 
the needs of the children.” 

“The speed of offsite construction 
was the biggest benefit of the 
approach on this project. To build 
a school of this scale over two 
floors and using a state-of-the-art 
design within a year is amazing. 
The solution has worked very well 
for Lynch Hill and we have had 

such positive feedback from both 

parents and staff.”

“The McAvoy Group worked 

extremely hard to deliver the 

building and we had a very 

positive relationship with the 

project team throughout. We 

would recommend the design and 

the process to any head or trust 

looking for a building solution 

that delivers both speed and this 

quality of learning environment.” 

Phil Clarke, Project Manager for 

the Lynch Hill scheme at the 

Education and Skills Funding 

Agency said, “The main driver for 

offsite construction for this project 

was speed – and to see a building 

of this scale constructed so 

quickly was amazing. The McAvoy 

construction team was fantastic 

and demonstrated a high level of 

skill and flexibility.”

“The combination of steel-

framed construction and the 

offsite solution works really well 

and is seamless. You would never 

know this was a modular build. 
This is an outstanding secondary 
school scheme.”

Lynch Hill demonstrates a number 
of technical advancements 
including steel-framed modules 
that were pre-clad in the factory. 
Larger 15.6m long units and a 
new lifting system were specially 
engineered for the project, 
reducing time, transport and 
installation costs, and further 
improving construction efficiency.

Designed by Blue Sky Architects, 
the new school features a full 
height glazed entrance, a striking 
timber colonnade with brise soleil 
sunshading, and a palette of 
materials which includes render 
and timber-effect rainscreen 
cladding to harmonise the building 
in its semi-rural location. 

Internally there are four large 
multi-functional central spaces 
to maximise natural light and 
encourage interaction and 
collaborative learning. The use of 
inspirational messages and bold 
colours throughout reflects the 
ethos of the academy and the 
themes of enterprise, aspiration 
and achievement.

One of the UK’s largest ever offsite 
education projects handed over 17 
weeks ahead of programme

www.mcavoygroup.com

The McAvoy Group handed over the £20m Lynch Hill Enterprise Academy in Slough 17 
weeks ahead of programme, allowing the school to benefit from earlier occupation. 

The project is one of the UK’s largest ever modular schools. It demonstrates a number of 
new innovations which contributed to its early completion and reduced the programme by 
around six months compared to site-based construction.

http://www.mcavoygroup.com
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Wycombe Abbey 
International and 
BE Education held 
a ground-breaking 
ceremony in 
Hangzhou, China 
to mark the start 
of construction of 
a new Wycombe 
Abbey International 
school in the city.  
Expected to open in September 
2020, Wycombe Abbey 
International School Hangzhou 
will be Wycombe Abbey’s second 
co-educational international 
school in China taking pupils 
from kindergarten to 18 
years of age. Wycombe Abbey 
International School, Changzhou 
opened in September 2016 and 
already has over 840 pupils. 

The state-of-the art Hangzhou 
campus will cost around 
£90 million and will act as a 

social hub for the local and 
international communities of 
the city. Hangzhou is rapidly 
becoming China’s high-tech 
capital and is home to some of 
the country’s fastest growing 
companies, including Alibaba. 
Like the School in Changzhou 
the new school will be boarding 
in the senior school. 

Headmistress of Wycombe 
Abbey School, Buckinghamshire, 
Rhiannon Wilkinson commented, 
‘We are extremely excited to 
be establishing a superb new 
campus in Hangzhou. This will 
allow us to build on the success 
of our school in Changzhou 
and to provide best-of-British 
education, combined with the 

very real strengths of the Chinese 
education system, to more pupils 
in China today.’ 

Pictured (left to right): William 
Vanbergen, CEO BE Education; Ling Jin, 
Director of Wycombe Abbey International 
School Hangzhou; Sara Brazendale, 
Director of International Schools, 
Wycombe Abbey; Shirley Jin, Director 
of Wycombe Abbey International School 
Hangzhou; and Dez Yuan, Development 
Director of Wycombe Abbey International 
Schools Greater China, BE Education 

New school takes shape in China 
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Hertfordshire’s Edge Grove School  

has just announced ambitious plans 

to invest £3 million in building a 

brand new, self-contained lower 

school facility, in the heart of the 

school’s 28-acre grounds. Work 

on the new, state-of-the-art lower 

school is scheduled to begin this 

summer 2018 and due to open in 

Autumn 2019.

The project involves the 

relocation of the lower school 

(Years 3 and 4) into a new 
contemporary and sustainable 
building.  Located to the west of 
the playground, the innovative 
building will boast a curved 
roof with welcoming porch that 
integrates the multipurpose hall 
of the new lower school with 
the main school grounds.  The 
facility will include six spacious 
new classrooms, a multi-function 
main hall with an open-plan 
library, meeting room, reading 

and breakout areas as well as 

new toilet facilities for both staff 

and pupils.

Ben Evans, head, said: “Since 

its establishment as a local 

preparatory school in 1935, Edge 

Grove has grown considerably and 

temporary buildings were added 

over time to cater for the growing 

number of pupils and their needs.  

Over time, teaching methods 

as well as the curriculum have 

changed and continue to evolve 

as schools react to the times they 

live in to prepare children for new 

realities and exigencies - without 

losing what is worth preserving. 

Change is not an option; it is an 

educational need and we are very 

excited about the new facility 

and the wonderful learning 

environment and subsequent 

opportunities it will create for our 

pupils and staff.”

£3m lower school facility

Tring Park School for the 
Performing Arts, Hertfordshire, 
held a breaking-ground 
ceremony last month (January) as 
it embarks on the first phase of a 
£12 million development. 

Principal Stefan Anderson was 
assisted at the ceremony by 
the school’s head girl Josianne 
Germann and head boy Charles 

Waddell. The first phase of the 
new project will be a four-storey 
building that will contain a 
state-of-the-art boarding house 
for 70 pupils, six academic and 
vocational teaching spaces, a 
theatre workshop and other 
valuable pupil facilities.

This new building is due to open 
in September 2019.

Breaking ground 

Pictured (from left): Jim Twitchin, head of estate services; Josianne Germann, head girl; Anselm Barker, deputy 
principal; Stefan Anderson, principal; Kate Jarratt, management accountant; and Charles Waddell, head boy
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We have products to fit all areas of your school including:

·  Durable poly classroom chairs in  
adult & junior sizes

·  Classroom tables & exam desks
·  Lab stools and swivel base chairs
·  Staff room and common room furniture
·  Breakout area tables and chairs
·  Lockers and changing room benches
·  Cafeteria furniture
·  Office furniture and filing cabinets

To discuss your requirements or for advice 
and quotations please contact Rosehill on 
0161 485 1717 or view www.rosehill.co.uk

Rosehill have been supplying quality 
contract furniture for over three decades. 

Robert Pearce House, the Bishop’s 
Stortford College, Hertfordshire, 
building devastated by fire in 
September 2015 has re-opened 
its doors to pupils and parents.

The newly renovated boys’ day 
and boarding house, which is 
currently home to 48 boarders 
and 17 day pupils, boasts both 
a welcoming and a nostalgic 
atmosphere, combining memories 
of the past with new state of the 
art facilities. On moving in last 
month (January), the boarders 
were delighted to discover all 
their bedrooms featured en suite 
facilities and everyone found the 
study areas well equipped with 
desks, secure device storage, 
charging points and power 
sockets and the common rooms 
great spaces for the boys to relax 
and wind down.

The re-opening of Robert Pearce 
House was an emotionally 
charged occasion for all. Some 
of the boys had been resident 
during the fire and during the 
renovation period the boys and 
House Parents had to make 
‘home’ three different temporary 

accommodations so to finally 
move back was not only a relief 
but also tremendously exciting.

Jeremy Gladwin, Headmaster, 
said, “On a personal level, 
having been one of the first 
on the scene dealing with the 
devastating fire that destroyed 
most of the original building it 
was sheer joy to see the delight 
on the boys’ faces as they walked 
over the threshold at the start 
of term.  I am thrilled that we 
have been able to retain the 
original facade on the Maze 
Green Road, an aspect of the 
building generations of pupils 
will recognise as the house they 
know and love. The common 
room is also a replica of the 
original and honour boards and 
pictures that were rescued from 
the original building take pride 
of place in the entrance hall and 
on the walls. Whilst retaining 
such reminders of the past, the 
new house is more spacious and, 
with en suite rooms throughout, 
a wonderful addition to our top 
class modern boarding facilities 
at the College.”

House restored 
to former glory

Ashville College, Yorkshire, is 

redeveloping its Sixth Form Centre. 

The scheme costing half a million 

pounds, will commence in April 

2018 and will be completed by 

September.

Adding an additional 100 sq m 

to the Centre, the benefits the 

work will bring to pupils, and 

staff alike, include a new all day 

café dining area; a creative and 

flexible environment to encourage 

collaborative learning; new private 

study areas and new seminar and 
meeting rooms.

Alongside the additional space, the 
existing Centre will be refurbished 
with a new modern scheme.

Richard Marshall, Headmaster, 
said: “The investment in our 
Sixth Form Centre follows that 
of a £3.8m refurbishment of 
our Sports Centre and a £2m 
refurbishment of the Soothill 
Hall – bringing our facilities up to 
modern day standards”.

Sixth form centre  
redevelopment 

http://www.rosehill.co.uk
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Challenging perspectives:  
The Geography (R)evolution

We live in a world changing beyond 
previous recognition, at a rate 
which is almost incomprehensible 
to those witnessing it first-hand. 
On a rainy Friday evening, as I kick 
off my shoes and switch on the 
Six O’Clock news, a plethora of 
stories – all of which directly affect 
our lives – are described articulately 
and emotively. The growing Spanish 
constitutional crisis, the potential 
impact of Brexit, the impacts of 
cultural hybridisation, migration 
rates, President Trump’s latest 
Twitter outburst and accusations 
of North Korea’s involvement in 
the notorious hacking of NHS 
computer systems. The descriptive 
nature of the reporting means that 
the critical analytical component 
explaining why these situations 
have come into fruition was 
missing. How are viewers meant to 
understand the processes affecting 
their very lives when their complex 
nature is not explored in the 
news? And how are students to 
develop an understanding of their 
contemporary situation when there 
is no direct opportunity to do so 
explicitly in the traditional school 
curriculum?

As a Head of Geography my 
favourite question for parents, 
students, colleagues and governors 
is “what does Geography mean 
to you?” I ask them to think back 
to their school days and identify 
their most pertinent memories of 
a subject viewed as a marginal 
part of the traditional school 
curriculum. The answers are 
nearly always uniform; “Capital 
Cities! Flags! Drumlins! Ox-Bow 
Lakes! Elbow Patches! Colouring 
in! ...Boring!” It is apparent that 
arguably, more than any other 
subject, Geography has been 
type-cast. A subject of physical 
processes which we struggle to 

see in action, of endless facts 
and figures which needed to be 
remembered and taught by a 
perceived breed of teacher which 
reflected the subject content. 
Being a “Geographer” came with 
excessive perceptive baggage and 
became a term associated with 
negative connotations, used as 
a quick verbal rebuke of those 
engaging in the academia of our 
physical planet.

Once described as “a Cinderella 
subject” by the Guardian 
newspaper, Geography has evolved 
over the last 20 years from a 
“Princess” subject waiting for a 
chance to prove its value, into a 
fully realised academic powerhouse. 
Its newly found niche position in 
the modern school curriculum has 
made it a cutting-edge, boundary-
pushing subject which has become 
fundamental for shaping students  
to ensure they are ready for the 
world they will face after education.

Michael Palin, the former president 
of the Royal Geographical Society, 
identified a fundamental change 
in the focus of the subject towards 
understanding, analytically 
and critically, the challenges 

of the future, which has led to 
a revolution in Geographical 
academia at all levels, from primary 
schools through to post-graduate 
university study. Importantly, Palin 
also identified that in order to 
identify and address the challenges 
of the future, an appreciation of 
the past and an understanding 
of contemporary human, physical 
and environmental processes is 
vital. This ‘joined-up thinking,’ 
-understanding processes of the 
past, the conditions of the present 
and the potential challenges of 
the future - prepares students so 
they can understand and critically 
analyse the stories and identify 
the potential outcomes, when they 
turn on the Six O’Clock News.  

It is the fulfilment of this vital 
niche which makes Geography a 
critical element of any modern 
school curriculum. Geography’s 
traditional subject content is 
now taught in a range of other 
subjects, but despite this, the 
value of the subject has improved 
over the last 10 years. The key to 
understanding the present and 
understanding the challenges of 
the future is in being able to refer 
to a broad spectrum of knowledge. 
Geography students draw from 
an understanding of different 
subjects and apply it academically 
to ultimately make sense of the 
world they live in. Geography is 
aligned with  both the sciences and 
humanities, as well as traditional 
and “modern” topics, ranging from 
Politics, Economics and History, 
to Media Studies, Art and Music 
as well as Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. Geography promotes the 
assimilation of knowledge and 
applies it in the context of modern 
global geographical processes, 
enabling students to make sense 
of their world. This unique quality, 

plugging a vital niche in modern 
school curriculums and providing 
students with the skills and 
knowledge they need to enter an 
environment and society changing 
quicker than ever before, makes 
Geography a truly invaluable asset 
to any student’s academic portfolio.

The changing position and 
importance of the subject in the 
school curriculum is reflected in 
the content taught across all ages. 
At primary level changes in the 
National Curriculum are designed 
to develop geographies of the 
imagination, as well as localised 
geographical knowledge and basic 
skills of investigation. Students arrive 
at secondary school with a better 
understanding of their world and 
the factors which affect their highly 
localised geographical awareness. 
At secondary level, recent changes 
at A-level and IB have demanded 
change in provision; focusing on the 
future has brought to prominence 
the study of superpowers and 
development, as students focus on 
future patterns of global power and 
poverty, as well as the sovereign 
rights of states and the human 
rights of those who live under 
various different political structures. 
Increased media awareness and the 
exacerbated impacts of capitalism 
driven globalisation are investigated 
as a major driver of changing 
economic and socio-cultural 
changes. Increased migration, 
cultural exchange and the growing 
power of Trans-National companies 
are all factors which are pertinent 
in explaining the major global 
geo-political and socio-economics 
changes we are experiencing 
today, and all will shape future 
characteristics of societies and 
environments in the future. 

Importantly, Geography has not 
forgotten its physical roots. Whilst 

Forget your preconceptions of GEOGRAPHY! Tom Campbell, Head of 
Geography, at King Edward’s Witley, suggests that there is no subject 
that is more important to study in the World today…

“Geography 
explains the 
past, illuminates 
the present 
and prepares us 
for the future. 
What could be 
more important 
than that?” 
Michael Palin
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there is certainly a significant move 
towards a Human, geo-political 
focus in the curriculum, the physical 
processes which influence our 
planet continue to play a vital 
role. All human activity takes place 
in the context of our physical 
environment; it is the provider 
of the resources which fuel our 
economy and the development of 
nations (which in itself provides 
huge future challenges in the 
form of climatic change and 
environmental degradation) 
and the services which keep our 
planet functioning efficiently, 
thanks to the complex processes 
taking places in our biosphere. 
Understanding the relationships 
between human activity and the 
physical environment has never been 
more important, with exponential 
population growth putting more 
strain than ever on our already 
beleaguered planet. To understand 
the challenges of tomorrow, we 
must understand the physical 
processes which are both driving, 
and being driven by human activity 
today. Geography is the only place 
on the modern school curriculum 
that offers an arena for such 
application.

Modern Geography acts as the 
academic “bridge” between 

the human and physical. For 
budding scientists it’s a chance to 
identify the impact of scientific 
processes on societies. For those 
who specialise in the humanities 
it provides an opportunity to 
develop an appreciation of the 
often scientific processes which 
are behind the changes we see on 
our planet. As such, the subject is 
regarded in high esteem in Higher 
Education, proving to universities 
and employers alike that not only 
do students understand scientific 
processes and the impact they 
have on people, but also that they 
have an understanding of the 
impact these processes have on 
the World today and on the World 
of the future. From medicine to 
law, teaching to architecture, 
these skills are both respected and 
demanded, providing Geography 
students with a significant 
advantage over others. Studying 
Geography today truly futureproofs 
a student, both academically and 
for future employment, with the 
demands for an understanding of 
the ever changing world around 
you more pertinent than ever in 
the work place.

I believe that the principle aim of 
a teacher is to develop a student’s 
understanding of the world around 

them, and to get them questioning, 
enquiring, and critically assessing 
the processes they see in front of 
their eyes. The next time you turn 
on the Six O’Clock News, watch 
it with your son or daughter. Ask 
them questions about what they 
see. Ask them to predict, theorise, 
reason and importantly question 
how what they see will impact their 
lives. Geography is all around them 

and impacts students’ lives directly. 
The quicker we can get our sons 
and daughters to appreciate this, 
the better their understanding of 
their world will be.

The Geography (r)evolution is in 
full swing. Surely it’s time to drop 
the elbow patches and shelve the 
colouring-in jokes – Geography 
has come of age and represents the 
future of school provision.

“The ingenuity with which we continue 
to reshape the surface of our planet 
is very striking. It’s also sobering. It 
reminds me of just how easy it is for us 
to lose our connection with the natural 
world, yet it is on this connection that 
the future of humanity and the natural 
world depends. Surely, our responsibility 
is to do everything within our power to 
create a planet that provides a home not 
just for us, but for all life on earth.”  
David Attenborough

MOTIVATIONAL, ASPIRATIONAL, ENCOURAGING
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ANY SIZE,
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Goldtree Bespoke,
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Tom Campbell
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   Changing Faces... Changing Places
...The increasingly 

short life-cycle of an 
Education Secretary
Tim Wilbur, director of school consultancy at Gabbitas 
Education, reflects on yet another Cabinet change...
In the recent Cabinet re-shuffle, 
Damian Hinds was appointed 
Education Secretary or correctly, 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of State for Education. Knowing 
the increasingly short time-span 
of such an appointment, one 
wonders whether he accepted 
this supremely important role 
with any foreboding. The demise 
of the previous incumbent, 
Justine Greening, was somewhat 
unexpected but far from a shock. 
It is supposed she fell because 
of the failed attempt to gain the 
re-introduction of some grammar 
schools, this being largely the 
result of the ‘wrong’ outcome 
of the snap General Election in 
the summer. It seems somewhat 
ironic that the previous 
Education Secretary should be 
held accountable for a policy 
that she allegedly did not favour 
(although ‘social mobility’ has 
been her key message) and more 
importantly, she has gone despite 
being the subject of increased 
trust; more and more people 
within Education were beginning 
to entertain hopes that she might 
just be getting to grips with the 
portfolio.

The press has made the inevitable 
comment along the lines that 
education continues to be a 
political football rather than a 
unilateral concern. However, this 
led to two lines of speculation: 
what are the real statistics about 
the longevity of Education 
Secretaries? And which of them 
will be remembered?

The history of the role is 
complex. It was 1839 when 
the Privy Council first made 
provision for funding in the 

educational field, with a Vice 
President appointed in 1857 who 
took responsibility from that 
point. All Secretaries of State 
can trace their antecedents from 
then but under different titles. 
The current manifestation of 
Principal Secretary of State was 
re-introduced in May 2010. 

I began my journey in education 
40 years ago with a PGCE. 
Therefore, using 1978 as a 
starting point, there have been 
18 people with the portfolio. 
This roughly equates to a two-
year life span; the time to do a 
GCSE or A Level. In other words, 
there is barely time to learn the 
brief, formulate new policy and 
implement it. However (and this 
is food for thought) some of the 
titleholders are well-known for 
having introduced major changes 
in educational direction. 

Statistics being what they are, 
fallible, one must remember 
that during this time there have 
been 10 elections, 6 changes 
of Government (7 counting the 
2010 coalition) and 7 Prime 
Ministers. Thus, at best there has 
only been twice the numbers of 
Secretaries of State there may 

have been given the likelihood 
of change at election time.  We 
might say somewhat grudgingly 
therefore that there has been 
more stability than most might 
imagine.

Back in 1978, Shirley Williams 
was the incumbent and was to 
serve for almost 3 years. The 
longest serving was Sir Keith 
Joseph, September 1981 – May 
1986 under Margaret Thatcher. 
Of course, the latter is the only 
Education Secretary ever to make 
it to Prime Minister. Only David 
Blunkett for Labour and Michael 
Gove have lasted four years in 
the post. It may not surprise 
you to learn that exactly half of 
the occupants went to Oxford 
(9) and 3 went to Cambridge. 
Only one of the number had a 
tertiary qualification in education 
and this was not gained at a 
University. 

Where does this information 
leave us? Always with the hope 
that the new Education Secretary 
has time to settle, understands 
the issues and talks to all those 
involved in the profession. 
Furthermore that they have the 
good fortune not to be ousted 
by political circumstance before 
they have become effective. 
It is perhaps an unwanted 
brief and one currently that 
is overshadowed by others. It 
seems strange that perhaps the 
greatest Education Minister and 
the one that had perhaps the 
most profound effects on his 
era, R.A Butler, managed to have 
such a profound effect when the 
country was at war rather than 
at peace. 

Opinion

After a successful inaugural 
debating event held last year at 
Stamford School, Lincolnshire, the 
second Oswald Elliott Cup debate 
took place hosted this year by 
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge 
and introduced by the Master of 
the College, Nicola Padfield. 

A team of Year 13 students from 
Stamford Endowed Schools 
retained the hotly contested 
Oswald Elliott Cup in their debate 
against a team of undergraduates 
from Fitzwilliam College. The 
motion of this year’s impending 
Oswald Elliott Cup was: “This 
House believes that free speech 
should never be restricted”.

The debate was preceded by a 
special lecture from Claire Fox, 
Head of the Institute for Ideas 
and regular panellist on Radio 
4’s The Moral Maze, on the 
importance of free speech and the 
right to be offensive. In a climate 
where young people are branded 
“the Snowflake Generation” 
and universities are plagued by 
trigger warnings, safe spaces and 
no-platforming, Claire argued for 
open, vigorous debate, warning 
that safety does not encourage 
freedom or intellectual enquiry.

The historic links between the 
Stamford Endowed Schools and 
Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge 
were re-established last year to 
commemorate the centenary of 
the death of Oswald Elliott, former 
Head Boy of Stamford School and 
alumnus of Fitzwilliam College. 
The Old Stamfordian, who was a 
keen debater whilst at Fitzwilliam 
College, gave his life for his 
country in the trenches of World 
War 1 in 1916.

The links between the Stamford 
Endowed Schools and Fitzwilliam 
College have continued to flourish, 
fostering a link between the 
School and Cambridge University. 
This year, the Oswald Elliott 
Cup enabled over 100 Stamford 
students, joined by parents and 
staff, to glean invaluable inside 
knowledge of life at Fitzwilliam 
College. 

Karen Leetch, who runs debating 
at Stamford School, said: “We 
were especially pleased that 
the event gave so many of our 
students a very special insight into 
life at a Cambridge College.”

Oswald 
Elliott Cup  
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A new Head 
teacher has 
been appointed 
at Derby High 
School.

Amy Chapman 
was formerly Deputy Head teacher 
at the school for two years and 
takes over the role from Denise 
Gould, who is retiring after 32 
years in education and six years at 
the school.

Assistant Head teacher Annie 
Jordan has been appointed as 
Deputy Headteacher in Mrs 
Chapman’s place.

Mrs Chapman attended 
Nottingham Girls’ High School 
until the age of 18 when she went 
to The University of Nottingham 
to study Industrial Economics. 

She completed a PGCE in 
Economics and Business Studies 
at the University of Warwick and 
began teaching at Harry Carlton 
Comprehensive School – now 
known as East Leake Academy. 
She was a Business Studies and 
Economics teacher and became 
acting head of department.

A move to Arnold School in 
Blackpool followed and she 
went on to become Head of 
Economics and Business Studies 
at Cheltenham College.

Mrs Chapman then took up a 
role at Gordonstoun in Scotland, 
where she was Housemistress in 
charge of a boarding house and 
taught Economics and Business 
Studies.

   Changing Faces... Changing Places
...

Summer Fields School, 
Oxfordshire, has announced the 
appointment of Joanna Chapman 
as Head of its new pre-prep 
school, opening in September 
2018. Ms Chapman joins Summer 
Fields from Knightsbridge School 
in London, where she has been 
Head of the Junior School and 
Pastoral Lead since 2015. 

Originally from the Thames 
Valley, and educated at Exeter 

and Winchester Universities, 
Ms Chapman has over 10 years’ 
experience of educating young 
children, including 5 years in 
senior management positions. 

Summer Fields pre-prep will open 
its doors to boys aged 4 – 8 in 
September at its own premises 
within the school’s 70-acre site 
in North Oxford. Renovation 
works are well underway and on 
schedule to complete in July. 

Derby Grammar 
School have 
announced Dr 
Ruth Norris as 
their new Head 
who will start in 

post in September.

Dr Norris is currently Director of 
Academic Excellence and Head of 
History at Denstone College. Prior 
to this she has been Assistant 

Head at Lichfield Cathedral 

School. 

Dr Norris read History at 

Robinson College, Cambridge 

and completed her Doctorate at 

University College, Oxford. She 

represented both Oxford and 

Cambridge universities in the 

sport of fencing, and competed at 

British National level.

New head at your school?
Please let us have a brief biog and image for inclusion  
in a future issue. There is no charge.
We’ll add them to our complimentary-copy mailing list too.
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Tim Cannell, 
formerly head at 
The Prebendal 
School in 
Chichester, West 
Sussex, has 

been appointed the permanent 
headmaster at Parsons Green Prep in 
Fulham, London. Tim started at PGP 
in September 2017 and was covering 
Mrs Helen Stavert’s maternity leave.

Tim has a wide variety of experience 
in education with over 25 years 
within the independent sector. 
He has had responsibility for both 
pastoral welfare and academic 

excellence in schools. He is a former 
chairman of the Choir Schools 
Association (CSA), a member of IAPS 
(the Independent Association of Prep 
Schools), a governor of a boys’ prep 
school and an inspector for the ISI 
(Independent Schools Inspectorate). 
He also holds a Masters in 
Educational Management.

Outside school, Tim’s hobbies 
and interests include walking 
and being outdoors, gardening, 
watching and taking part in sport, 
exploring new restaurants and 
renovating an old barn. 

St Margaret’s School for Girls, 
Aberdeen, has hosted a ‘Women in 
Business Conference’, in association 
with Aberdeen Business School at 
Robert Gordon University, to attract 
the next generation of female 
business leaders.

The event was attended by 67 girls 
from 7 different schools. Pupils 
from Cults Academy, St Machar 
Academy, Bridge of Don Academy, 
Portlethen Academy, The Mary 
Erskine School, and St George’s 
School for Girls joined forces with 
St Margaret’s pupils to engage with 

the opportunities available to them 

in the business world.

The full day conference saw 

Professor Elizabeth Gammie, Head 

of Aberdeen Business School, 

discuss the ongoing gender 

disparity at board level, the progress 

being made and opportunities for 

the future. Erica Cargill, Academic 

Strategic Lead Management at 

Robert Gordon University, joined 

Professor Gammie later in the 

afternoon to host a Q&A session.

Next generation of  
female business leaders

http://www.gabbitas.com
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‘My pursuit to make a diff erence’
Bolton School Junior Girls’ teacher Mrs Julia Marsden travelled 
to Malawi to support street children through education, 
healthcare and shelter, and to reintegrate them with families 
and communities. This is her story...
One morning whilst dropping off 
one of my sons at school, which 
doesn’t occur very frequently, I had 
a chance conversation with one of 
the parents who was embarking on 
a charitable trip to Ethiopia and 
who needed some help with raising 
awareness and funds. I explained 
to her that I was the representative 
at Bolton School Junior Girls for 
all charity endeavours, and that 
I would organise the 200 girls to 
reach out to accumulate items 
and raise funds for her trip. After a 
variety of activities, we managed to 
significantly exceed her target, and 
we were all very pleased. During 
this ‘journey’, I felt an absolute 
magnetism to do something 
similar, and there the real story 
commenced...

My desire to help young people from 
less privileged backgrounds than my 
own upbringing has been prevalent 
in my life since I was a teenager and 
stems from when I participated in a 
variety of church events and summer 
camps. Even before I entered 
the teaching profession, I knew I 
wanted to change peoples’ lives and 
that was one of the main reasons 
I trained to be a primary school 
teacher. During my career, I have 
taught in a range of environments, 
some with young people from very 
challenging backgrounds, and I 
always harboured a need to give 
back. As it does for most of us, 
life quickly moved on with family 
additions, life changes and career 
aspirations. It wasn’t until I met this 

fellow parent that I felt compelled 
to become more involved with the 
charity, Retrak, led by Sir Peter Fahy, 
former Chief Constable of Greater 
Manchester Police, who joined me 
on the trip to Malawi.    

When I first took the phone call 
from Retrak inviting me to join 
them on their trip to Africa, I felt 
both honoured and excited. It was 
only when I got home from work 
that reality kicked in! How could I 
possibly commit to such a trip? I 
have four children, one in her final 
year at university, the second one 
about to embark in her first year; 
we were in the process of moving 
house; and my two young boys were 
about to start at a new school. So, 
I had in fact talked myself out of 
the trip and had made up my mind 
to call Retrak back first thing on 
Monday morning. That was before 
engaging in a classroom discussion 
with my year fives at 9am!

As part of out RS curriculum we 
study Mahatma Gandhi and we were 
discussing his famous quote “Be 
the change that you wish to see in 
the world”. My mind was changed 
forever when one of my incredibly 
articulate students put up her hand 
and said, “What Gandhi means here 
is that if nobody in the world was 
ever prepared to take a risk then the 
world would never become a better 
place.” My adventure to Malawi 
was booked!

In my pursuit to make a difference, 
I had to reach a fundraising target 

of £1850 and the energetic efforts 
from the girls were epic, capturing 
carol concerts, sponsored African 
dances, and imagining they were 
street children and going out into 
the woods to build their own homes 
out of recycled rubbish! I even 
benefited from choral concerts by 
my father’s singing group, afternoon 
tea organised by the church choir 
and Bolton School parents giving 
me funds and much needed items 
directly. By the time I travelled I had 
raised a staggering £5,500 and at 
the time of writing this article the 
overall total has increased to £9,667 
and is still coming in...plus, I am 
very hopeful that I will return to the 
same village with my husband and 
four children.    

Our party of fifteen arrived in 
Malawi after a tortuous trip of cars, 
minibuses, planes, and waiting 
for 13 hours in Nairobi, with far 
too much luggage. In the group, 
I was the only teacher. Actually I 
was the only traveller who wasn’t 
in some way connected to Greater 
Manchester Police. As soon as we 
entered Chisomo Children’s Centre 
in Lilongwe, it was abundantly 
clear how impoverished the children 
were: some had not bathed for 
days, boys were wearing small girl’s 
knickers, and the sewer smell was 
overwhelming. After the induction 
meeting, my first engagement was 
to interact with the children who 
were staying at the Centre. There 
are hundreds of children living on 
the streets of Lilongwe and they 
are forced into being involved in 
petty crime as a means of survival. 
Historically, the Malawian police 
did ‘round ups’ at night and any 
children that they found living on 
the streets were simply thrown into 
prison. Prison in Malawi consists of 
a number of cages underneath the 
police station. This experience for 
some of those children was horrific. 
Retrak have worked alongside the 
Malawian police to encourage 
them to bring the street children to 
Chisomo rather than throwing them 
in prison.                

Over the following five days I was 
privileged to work with over 95 
street children, from the ages of 
5 to 18, engaging them in a wide 
range of educational activities. 
Some of the children came in 
to Chisomo for the day to have 
something to eat and to sleep in 
safety. One afternoon, I spent over 
two hours teaching seventeen year 
old Winston to play dominoes! 
When it was time to leave, he took 
my hand and thanked me. It was 
a humbling experience to follow 
him outside and find him pick up 
his empty water bottles that he had 
been collecting all day. He told me 
that he would fill the plastic bottles 
with water and sell them throughout 
the evening, hoping to make the 
equivalent of ten pence.    

Part of Retrak’s aims is to work 
with many African villages in an 
attempt to provide parenting skills 
and promote the importance of 
education for the children living 
there. On arrival at the village, it 
was truly overwhelming. We were 
greeted with the women singing and 
dancing and an immense cheering 
from the children. In the centre of 
the village was the kindergarten, 
a building with two classrooms, 
yet very few resources. I met with 
the twelve village leaders who 
were so desperate to learn from 
my experiences of teaching in the 
UK. Imagine my horror when they 
asked me to teach their children 
for a few minutes... as I entered 
the classroom there were over three 
hundred children all waiting to 
learn English - I will never complain 
about having to mark 20 maths 

If you would like to find out more about Retrak’s work with street children and how you can support their projects, email mailbox@retrak.org or call the UK office on 0161 4856685. 

mailto:mailbox@retrak.org
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‘My pursuit to make a diff erence’

books ever again! The village 
leaders are so focussed on building 
a better future for the young 
people living in their care and this 
is the reason why I feel compelled 
to go back and help them. I have 
already started collecting jigsaws, 
clothes, books and toys. I feel that 
I have made a connection with the 
village of Bisa in Lilongwe District 
and it is my intention to go back 
and work with them, resourcing 
their kindergarten in an attempt to 
build a better future.

My most poignant memory is taking 
the street children on a three hour 
trip to Lake Malawi. The sheer look 
of ecstasy on their faces as they 
entered the water will last with me 
forever. We taught some of them 
to swim, we danced and sang and 
they were all allowed to be children. 
I realised how much love I had for 
these innocent children and I truly 
believe that I have not been put 
on this Earth to allow children to 
continue to live like this.    

On the final day, I took the 
opportunity to create an art corner 
in the Centre dedicated to Bolton 
School Girls’ Junior School, Hesketh 
House. With the help of resident 
artist, Precious, we worked tirelessly 
to create a space where street 
children may come and express 
themselves through art. I live in 
hope that I will be blessed to return 
to Chisomo, with my main aim to 
build resources for the art room 
and extend to create a library full of 
books for the street children to enjoy 
and learn from. I would also like to 
raise enough funds to provide the 
village of Bisa with running water.

Nori Jemil, King Alfred School, 

London,  Head of Media and 

Film Department, has won 

the prestigious award of 

Photographer of the Year 2017 

by the British Guild of Travel 

Writers (BGTW). The BGTW is the 

leading organization for travel 

media professionals. This was 

judged on a portfolio of images 

which have been published as 

part of recent features with 

National Geographic Traveller 

and Rough Guides. The images 

were used in articles on Chilean 

Tierra del Fuego, Argentine 

Patagonia, Panama’s cultural 

Fiestas Patrias and the flower 

industry of the Netherlands. 
Nori’s current projects are on 
Western Australia, Spain and the 
Arctic.

Beyond the school day, Nori 
also works as a freelance 
photographer and travel writer. 
When she arrived at King Alfred 
School from living overseas in 
Chile, she had just won the 2010 
Wanderlust magazine Photograph 
of the Year, having been a 
runner-up and a finalist in 2008 
and 2009. It was a commission 
to photograph the Northern 
Territories in Australia which 
started her on the professional 
photography road. Since then 
she has been published in Conde 
Nast Traveller, Wanderlust and a 
number of inflight magazines.

Photographer of  
The Year Award

Pictured: An image by Nori Jemil taken at the Panamanian Festival

The introduction of a whole-
school, term-long creative 
curriculum at Oakwood School, 
Sussex, proved a resounding 
success, with teachers reporting 
increased engagement and 
understanding of learning 
among pupils.

The ‘Into the Woods’ theme 
saw children of all ages using 
the outdoor environment and 
extensive woodland areas in the 
school grounds for learning in 
every subject from maths to poetry 
and music.

And when they couldn’t go 
outside, they brought the 
inside in, with every classroom 
transformed with woodland-
themed art work, displays and 
design projects.

The success of Oakwood’s 
initiative reflects the findings of a 
recent report by the government’s 
Natural England project which 
revealed that learning outdoors 
had multiple benefits for children, 
with 92% of schools surveyed 
seeing an improvement in pupils’ 
health and wellbeing, and 
engagement with learning.

Clare Bradbury, Headteacher, 

said.“The children were excited 

by the curriculum and all the 

teachers were delighted with the 

high levels of motivation in the 

children’s learning; having a shared 

experience across the ages unites 

our community with a shared goal 

and learning journey.

Outdoor inspiration

For the first time in Kelvinside 
Academy’s 139-year history, 
some of its pupils will be based 
away from the school’s Glasgow 
west end campus.  

The Kelvinside Academy Green 
Forest Nursery is situated at 

Langbank Farm in Milngavie. 
Housed in a specially converted 
stone steading, the newly 
opened nursery is set within 
10-acres of private woodland. 

This nursery is further indication 
of the school’s belief in, and 

commitment to, outdoor 
education and builds upon 
the success of the Forest 
Kindergarten scheme that 
Kelvinside Academy piloted 
last year at its Balgray Nursery 
Campus. 

mailto:ads@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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Computer science 
assessment changes
Ofqual has announced that non-
exam assessment will not count 
to the final 9 to 1 grade in GCSE 
computer science in 2018 or 2019. 
It is, however, still an important 
part of the course and contributes 
to student learning and progress, 
so all schools must continue to give 
students the opportunity within the 
timetable to complete the tasks.

Ofqual made the decision after 
analysing more than 2,500 
responses to their consultation, 
which was launched given 
evidence that some of this 
year’s tasks had been posted to 
online forums and collaborative 
programming sites, contrary 

to exam board rules. It is not 

possible to identify which 

students have accessed or used 

this information.

More than two thirds of 

respondents (70%) agreed that 

the qualification’s non-exam 

assessment had shortcomings 

and most (75%) thought changes 

should be made. However, views 

on what action should be taken 

were mixed.

Said an Ofqual spokesman: 

“While we know that not 

everyone will agree with our 

decision, students will all have 

an equal chance to show their 

knowledge and skills in the 
exams. If we did not make this 
change and the results this 
summer were felt to be unfair 
because of undetected rule 
breaches, we would not be able 
to address the issue.”

Sally Collier, Ofqual Chief 
Executive, said: “While the 
tasks themselves will no longer 
contribute to students’ grades, 
we strongly believe that learning 
about a high-level programming 
language and having the 
opportunity to show how it can 
be used to solve problems is 
hugely important. We believe 
these changes will make the 

qualification as fair as it can be 
for all students.

“We have not decided on the 
assessment arrangements for 
the qualification that will apply 
to students taking their exams 
from 2020 onwards. While we 
understand that teachers and 
exam boards need time to prepare 
for any longer-term changes we 
want to make sure we take the 
right decision for the future. 
We will take into account the 
ideas put forward during the 
consultation and consult on a 
preferred approach before we 
decide on arrangements for 2020 
and beyond.”

The ISM 
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Mount House School, Hertfordshire, welcomed Michelin star chef Adam Byatt who owns 
Trinity, one of London’s top restaurants and who has also starred in TV Programme Great 
British Menu to take part in the Mount House School Cook Off, an event that takes place 
each year at the school.

The stage set used  allowed the whole audience to see all the food preparation and 
cooking from the specially placed overhead mirrors.

Cook Off contestants were 6th Former Niamh Reilly along with the Head, Matthew Burke. 
Each was given a tray of ingredients including salmon, vegetables and marmite with 20 
minutes to make a dish.

The dishes were judged by who had the loudest cheer, and Niamh won!

Adam also went on to judge the dishes and said that Matthew’s looked very good but 
Niamh’s tasted better.

Heads Hunted
Among the upcoming head and 
principal appointments:
Birkdale School Yorkshire
Oakham School Rutland
Padworth College Berkshire
Polwhele House School Cornwall
Truro High School for Girls Cornwall

If you would like mention made of your 
upcoming head or principal appointment for 
which applications are sought please let us  
know – there is no charge for a listing.

News items, contributions, comments and 
suggestions are always welcomed by the editor.

Please email to:
mail@independentschoolsmagazine.co.uk
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